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Now  offering  all 
classes  LIVE  and 
completely  online! 


THE  LLM.  IN  ESTATE 
PLANNING  AND  ELDER  LAW 


•  Part-time  evening  program  for  practicing  attorneys 

•  Start  in  September  or  January 

•  24-credit  hours — program  can  be  completed  in  two  years 

•  Only  live,  online  estate  planning  and  elder  law  LL.M. 
program  in  the  country 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2009. 

Please  visit  our  website  for  an  application  and 
more  information  at  www.law.wnec.edu/llm. 


For  more  information,  contact  Professor  Frederick  D.  Royal,  Program  Director,  at 
413-782-1422  •  413-782-1426  •froyal@law.wnec.edu 


Visit  us  on  the  Web 
Our  address  is:  www.law.wnec.edu 
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From  the  Dean 


Dear  Alumni/ae  and  Friends, 

It  will  be  a  very  different  economic  landscape  that  will  greet  members  of 
the  Class  of  2009  this  May  compared  to  the  one  that  existed  when  they 
arrived  as  1  Ls.  The  road  ahead  will  be  challenging  for  these  bright  young 
men  and  women  as  they  go  forth  to  apply  their  legal  educations  to  serve 
their  communities,  our  society,  and  the  world. 

Like  most  law  schools,  we  are  appealing  to  our  alums  for  help  in 
coping  with  the  current  downturn  in  the  legal  marketplace.  We  expect  job 
searching  for  our  2009  graduates  to  take  significantly  longer  than  usual. 
To  help  these  graduates  get  some  experience  and  network  with  the  local 
legal  market,  I  would  like  to  ask  that  you  consider  hiring  them  for  short- 
term  part-time  positions  on  specific  matters  that  you  may  have  pending. 
I  hope  that  you  will  see  this  as  a  win-win  arrangement— you  can  get  the 
help  you  need  without  the  commitment  of  a  full-time  employee:  our  graduates  can  get 
experience  that  will  help  them  while  they  search  for  permanent  positions.  If  you  would 
like  a  short-term  "Western  New  England  Legal  Practice  Fellow,"  please  contact  Paula 
Zimmer,  (413-782-1416,  pzimmer@law.wnec.edu)  for  help  in  setting  this  up. 

Today's  economy  also  presents  opportunities 
for  graduates  old  and  new  to  consider  nontraditional 
career  paths.  Our  feature  story,  "Best  Practices:  Alumni 
Advocate  for  Health  Law  Professionals"  (page  4), 
focusing  on  alumni  working  in  the  healthcare  field,  is 
a  prime  example  of  how  our  highly  practical  approach 
to  legal  education  prepares  our  graduates  to  merge 
their  personal  passions  with  the  law. 

As  our  nation  and  the  world  seek  solutions  to 
today's  challenges,  Western  New  England  College 
alumni  are  ready  with  answers.  In  our  story,  "Gentlemen,  Start  Your  Engines" 
(page  14),  you  will  learn  how  two  brothers  and  graduates  of  our  J.D.  program  are 
working  to  create  a  cleaner,  greener,  and  more  efficient  combustion  engine. 

Hearing  these  stories  reminds  me  of  the  enormous  influence  the  law  has  on 
shaping  our  global  society.  I  look  forward  to  one  day  sharing  the  great  accomplish- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  Class  of  2009  with  you.  Like  so  many  of  the  more  than 
7,000  alumni,  I  am  confident  they  will  bring  honor  and  accolades  to  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 


To  help  these  graduates  get  some 
experience  and  network  with  the 
local  legal  market,  I  would  like 
to  ask  that  you  consider  hiring 
them  for  short-term  part-time 
positions  on  specific  matters 
that  you  may  have  pending." 


Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 
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Annual  Scholarship  Program  By  joAnne  r  o  Neii 


Personally  Impact 

the  Life  of  a  Student 


The  expansion  and  renovation  of  ihe  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center  is  the  \asible  result  of  a  very  successful  comprehensive 
campaign,  which  targeted  our  crucial  need  for  state-of-the-art 
facilities.  But  the  project  did  not  fully  address  the  many  other 
improvements  necessar)'  to  continue  our  growth  and  transfor- 
mation. Significantly,  we  need  ongoing  scholarship  assis- 
tance, both  general  and  endowed,  to  attract  and  to  retain 
the  best  students. 

Our  graduates  know  the  value  of  a  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  I-aw  education.  However,  for  many,  being 
able  to  pay  for  that  education  is  a  challenge. 

Bridging  that  gap  depends,  in  a  large  part,  on  the  generosity 
of  previous  generations  of  graduates,  whose  charitable  gifts 
maintain  and  expand  available  assistance  to  our  students. 

Without  the  support  of  generous  donors,  many  students 
would  not  be  able  to  achieve  their  success  in  the  law.  This  aid 
is  often  the  difference  between  a  student  attending  or  not  attend- 
ing our  School  of  Law. 


You  can  help  ease  the  financial  burden  of  tuition  for  a 
current  student  throughout  his  or  her  years  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  by  participating  in 
our  Annual  Scholarship  Program.  Given  that  more  than 
80  percent  of  our  law  students  require  financial  aid, 
enhanced  scholarship  opportunities  will  enable  us  to 
attract  the  most  qualified  and  motivated  students, 
regardless  of  income  level. 


What  is  the  Annual  Scholarship  Program? 

This  program  is  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  a  differ- 
ence in  the  life  of  a  student  with  a  minimum  contribution  of 
$  1 ,000  per  year  for  a  minimum  of  two  years.  Participation 
enables  you  to  create  an  annual  scholarship  in  your  name  or 
to  honor  or  memorialize  a  loved  one. 

Why  commit  to  giving  for  a  minimum  term  of  two  years? 

The  goal  of  this  program  is  to  award  the  scholarship  to  the 
same  student  for  the  full  balance  of  his  or  her  career  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law.  Your  commitment  to 
an  annual  gift  for  a  minimum  term  of  two  years  will  enable  a 
student  to  count  on  scholarship  aid  for  the  remainder  of  the 
recipients  enrollment  at  the  School.  This  will  help  to  relieve  the 
student's  often  heavy  loan  burden.  In  turn,  you  will  personally 
impact  the  education  of  a  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  student. 

How  does  the  program  work? 

Your  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  returning  second-year 
student  with  demonstrated  financial  need  and  merit.  The  recip- 
ient will  continue  to  receive  the  scholarship  for  the  remainder 
of  his  or  her  education  at  the  School  of  Law.  You  may  designate 
your  gift  to  be  awarded  to  either  a  day  or  an  evening  student.  If 
the  student  originally  awarded  the  scholarship  fails  to  meet  the 
scholarship  criteria  in  a  subsequent  year,  another  eligible  stu- 
dent in  the  same  class  year  will  be  awarded  the  scholarship. 

Think  of  how  grateful  the  recipient  will  be  to  benefit  from  your 
generosity  Think  of  the  satisfaction  you  will  receive  helping  the 
student  realize  his  or  her  dreams. 


For  more  information  contact  JoAnne  R.  O'Neil,  Law  School  Development  Manager,  at  413-782-1523  or  by  email  at  jronell@law.wnec.edu. 
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Best  T  Practices: 

Alumni  Advocate  for 
Health  Law  Professionals 


The  fields  of  healthcare  and  law  are  interconnected  like  never  before.  Medical  professionals 
face  legal  issues  around  every  corner  of  their  practice.  Numerous  Western  New  England 
College  alumni  are  currently  in  the  business  of  guiding  doctors,  nurses,  dentists,  and  other 
medical  professionals  away  from  legal  vulnerabilities  so  they  can  concentrate  on  the  critical  work 
of  caring  for  their  patients.  Our  alumni  advise  and  advocate  on  all  kinds  of  matters  in  the  medical 
field.  They  left  Western  New  England  College  as  legal  sages  and  have  become  experts  in  health 
law  through  their  practices. 
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by  Brendan  Payne 


Ann  Gallagher  Taylor  '80 

"How  can  we  not  do  something  about  that?"  asked 
a  physician  to  Ann  Gallagher  Taylor  '80,  pictured  at 
left,  General  Counsel  of  Connecticut  Children's  Med- 
ical Center  in  Hartford,  CT.  Ann  and  the  doctor  were 
observing  a  recently  admitted  patient,  a  six  foot, 
three  inch,  athletic,  18-year  old  male  who  was 
involved  in  a  car  accident  with  his  friends.  The  boy's 
mother  was  feeding  him.  The  doctor  explained  to  Ann 
that  this  was  a  task  the  boy  would  likely  never  again 
do  for  himself  as  a  result  of  the  injuries  he  suffered. 

Ann  was  aware  of  the  national  statistics  show- 
ing the  increased  likelihood  of  an  accident  occurring 
when  two  or  more  teenagers  are  riding  with  a  new 
driver  behind  the  wheel.  "A  majority  of  teenagers 
that  end  up  in  our  hospital  are  there  as  a  result  of 
injuries  sustained  in  car  accidents  in  which  the  dri- 
ver is  young  and  inexperienced." 

Seeing  firsthand  the  potential  consequences  for 
distracted,  inexperienced  drivers  brought  home  the 
human  toll  these  accidents  take.  That  episode  inten- 
sified Ann's  efforts  to  get  Connecticut  to  adopt 
graduated  drivers'  license  legislation.  "We  lobbied 
the  legislature,  building  a  coalition  with  other 
groups  and,  after  two  years,  Connecticut  enacted 
the  law  which  restricted  the  number  of  peers  a 
newly  licensed  driver  could  transport.  It  has  made 
an  impact  reducing  the  number  of  kids  we  have  in 
our  care  as  a  result  of  car  accidents." 

In  addition  to  her  legal  function,  government 
relations  is  one  of  Ann's  primary  responsibilities  at 
the  Medical  Center.  While  the  majority  of  those 
efforts  focus  on  financial  matters,  Ann  works 
hand-in-hand  with  healthcare  personnel  and  other 
stakeholders  to  push  forward  legislation  that  will 
benefit  the  hospital  and  the  children  and 
families  it  serves. 

Ann  honed  her  lobbying  skills  for  20  years  work- 
ing in  the  banking  industry  as  a  lobbyist  in  Wash- 
ington, DC,  and  in  Connecticut  for  the  National 
Association  of  Federal  Credit  Unions,  the  American 
Bankers  Association,  and  Connecticut  banks.  She 
took  three  years  off  from  work  to  help  raise  her 
children  before  receiving  a  phone  call  from  the  CEO 
of  Connecticut  Children's  Medical  Center  who  was 
in  need  of  some  government  relations  assistance. 
"When  the  CEO  called  me,  I  said,  'thank  you  very 
much  but  I  am  not  interested' — then  he  convinced 
me  to  take  a  tour  of  the  hospital." 

She  started  out  doing  part-time  work  for  the  hos- 
pital but  was  quickly  "swept  up"  in  its  mission. 
"I  knew  nothing  about  healthcare  and  I  wasn't 
particularly  interested  in  healthcare  when  I  first 
began.  I  was  not  expecting  to  fall  in  love  with  the 
job  but  I  certainly  have. 


"The  mission  of  the  hospital  is  to  improve  the 
health  of  children  in  a  family  centered  environment. 
We  believe  that  caring  for  kids  is  also  caring  for  their 
families.  Parents  and  guardians  are  encouraged  to 
sleep  overnight  here  with  their  kids.  There  are  beds 
for  parents  and  every  child  has  his  or  her  own  room. 
We  really  work  with  the  kids  to  make  this  as  positive 
an  experience  as  it  can  be.  The  people  who  work 
here  are  completely  dedicated  to  the  children." 

As  Ann  explained,  nearly  half  of  the  hospital's 
patients  are  on  Medicaid.  The  government  reim- 
bursement rate  only  covers  75  percent  of  the  hospi- 
tal's costs,  meaning  the  hospital  loses  a  quarter  for 
every  dollar  spent  caring  for  children  on  Medicaid. 
The  effort  to  increase  government  reimbursement 
rates  is  a  never-ending  challenge  for  Ann  and 
the  hospital. 

"The  hospital  takes  care  of  the  sickest  and  the 
poorest  children,  drawing  pediatric  specialists  from 
around  the  country,"  said  Ann.  "At  the  average  hos- 
pital in  Connecticut,  about  eight  percent  of  the 
patients  are  on  Medicaid.  That  means  that  they 
have  to  offset  those  losses  with  the  business  they 
have  from  Medicare,  which  reimburses  at  about  97 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and  private  insurance.  You  can 
spread  losses  of  eight  percent  over  the  rest  of  your 
business  but  when  you  have  50  percent  of  your 
business  taking  a  loss,  it's  very  difficult  to  spread 
those  losses  over  the  other  50  percent." 

In  her  nine  years  at  the  hospital,  Ann's  work  has 
contributed  to  cutting  the  reimbursement  divide  by 
several  million  dollars  a  year,  but  the  constant 
struggles  continue,  especially  as  the  nation  enters 
what  is  projected  to  be  a  prolonged  recession. 

"As  more  people  lose  their  jobs,  we  will  have 
more  kids  on  Medicaid,"  predicted  Ann.  "I  would 
anticipate  in  the  next  year  or  two  that  our 
50  percent  figure  will  grow." 

This  makes  Ann's  work  advocating  on  behalf  of 
the  hospital  and  its  patients,  many  who  do  not  have 
the  resources  to  advocate  for  themselves,  more 
important  than  ever.  And  like  all  of  the  2,000 
employees  of  Connecticut  Children's,  Ann  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  health,  recovery,  and  well  being  of  the 
children  the  institution  serves. 

"My  career  is  rewarding;  I  care  deeply  about  the 
people  who  work  here  as  well  as  our  patients  and 
their  families.  I  definitely  have  been  drawn  into  the 
whole  mission  of  the  place  and  I  feel  a  sense  of 
ownership  in  its  accomplishments." 


Ann  Gallagher  Taylor  '80 
General  Counsel 

Connecticut  Children's  Medical  Center 
Hartford,  CT 

Of  Note:  Anne  is  married  to  Robert  M.  Taylor  III ', 


Partner  Day  Pitney  LLP  Hartford.  CT 


Jay  M.  Elias  '81 

"Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  it  now  takes  a  lawyer 
to  help  a  healthcare  provider  practice  medicine." 
That  is  how  Jay  M.  Elias  '81  sums  up  the  current 
situation  in  the  health  law  field. 

A  Partner  in  the  firm  of  Ratcliffe  Burke  Harten  & 
Elias  LLP  (RBHE)  headquartered  in  Providence,  Rl, 
Jay  represents  hospitals,  physicians,  and  other 
healthcare  providers  across  the  state  and  in  Massa- 
chusetts. In  addition  to  representing  numerous 
independent  medical  practices.  Jay  works  as 
"in-house  counsel  from  the  outside"  for  several 
hospitals.  "I  am  on  call  24/7  to  answer  questions 
such  as  what  to  do  with  a  combative  patient  in  the 
ER  or  to  address  other  issues  which  may  arise.  I  sit 
on  a  number  of  hospital  committees;  advise  medical 
staffs;  and  am  involved  in  the  creation  of  and 
adherence  to  policies,  procedures,  and  bylaws. 

"Healthcare  issues  have  been  in  the  spotlight 
more  and  more  over  the  last  several  years," 
explained  Jay.  "Patients  are  more  involved  in  the 
process  than  ever  before,  which  is  a  good  thing. 
But  it  has  led  to  an  increase  in  the  practice  of 
defensive  medicine." 

Jay  is  constantly  on  the  move,  visiting  his  clients 
and  giving  presentations  to  their  staff  on  issues  they 
may  encounter,  One  of  the  major  topics  over  the 
past  several  years  has  been  the  Privacy  Rule  of  the 
Health  Insurance  Portability  and  Accountability 
Act  (HIPAA).  This  rule  regulates  the  amount  of 
information  that  healthcare  professionals  can 
disseminate  about  patients  in  their  care.  "The  more 
people  have  been  reading  about  HIPAA  and  privacy 
laws,  the  more  confused  patients  and  healthcare 
providers  seem  to  be.  I  try  to  provide  guidance  to 
healthcare  providers  on  what  they  can  and  cannot 
do  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  which,  in  turn, 
helps  the  process  run  smoothly  for  both  the  medical 
professional  and  the  patient." 
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He  also  shares  his  expertise  throughout  the 
country  as  a  nationally  known  speaker  on  health- 
care law.  A  fixture  at  gatherings  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Family  Physicians,  Jay  has  spoken  at 
conferences  in  Florida,  Nevada,  Illinois,  and  Texas. 

Jay  got  his  start  in  health  law  gradually.  He 
worked  as  an  associate  at  a  firm  in  Rhode  Island, 
handling  tax  law,  corporate  law,  and  estate 
planning.  "I  thought  those  were  my  interests. 
Health  law  or  medical  malpractice  wasn't  even  on 
my  radar  screen. 

"I  would  lend  a  hand  with  covering  a  deposition 
or  a  motion  here  or  there  involving  healthcare  cases 
and  it  got  to  be  interesting.  Some  clients  began  to 
ask  for  me  to  help  them  on  corporate  healthcare 
issues  and  it  began  to  evolve  from  there." 

Juggling  two  completely  different  types  of  law 
proved  too  difficult  over  time  and  Jay  was  put  to  a 
decision  as  to  where  he  wanted  to  go  with  his 
career.  "The  interesting  thing  to  me  about  health 
law  is  that  I'm  constantly  learning.  I  have  to  learn 
about  medical,  nursing,  and  healthcare  issues  and  I 
love  that.  I  like  the  intellectual  stimulation  of 


"Patients  are  more  involved  in  the 
process  than  ever  before,  which  is  a 
good  thing.  But  it  has  led  to  an  increase 
in  the  practice  of  defensive  medicine/' 

Jay  M.  Elias  '81 


constantly  learning.  Every  case  is  completely  differ- 
ent. There  is  no  boilerplate.  Although  I  may  know 
what  formula  needs  to  be  applied,  all  of  the  data 
and  medical  issues  are  different  each  time." 

Jay  considers  his  experience  in  the  business  and 
corporate  world  a  big  advantage  in  his  practice 
today.  "Unlike  a  lot  of  other  healthcare  litigators, 
I  have  a  solid  business  background,  which  is  impor- 
tant because  it's  not  just,  or  even  primarily  litigation 
anymore.  You  need  to  understand  the  business  side 
of  things;  you  can't  be  frightened  by  numbers. 

Jay  is  another  example  of  the  type  of  well- 
rounded  practitioner  that  the  School  of  Law 
produces.  He  remembers  how  well  the  Western  New 
England  College  professors  were  able  to  relay  their 
professional  experience  to  their  students.  "The 
professors  who  really  left  an  imprint  on  me  had  all 
previously  been  in  private  practice." 

As  an  adjunct  professor  at  Roger  Williams 
University  in  Bristol,  Rl,  Jay  applies  many  of  the 
same  teaching  styles  he  picked  up  from  Professors 
Bill  Baker,  Robert  Lusardi,  Richard  Cole,  and  Dean 
Howard  Kalodner.  "I  apply  my  experience  to  my 


lectures  and  in  the  speaking  I  do  at  conferences 
across  the  country  and  I  think  it  helps  get  concepts 
across  very  clearly" 

More  than  25  years  after  graduating  from  the 
School  of  Law,  Jay  M.  Elias  is  still  relying  on  the 
educational  foundation  that  he  built  at  Western 
New  England  College. 


Jay  M.  Elias  '81 
Partner 

Ratcline  Burke  Harlen  &  Ellas  LLP 
Providence,  Rl 


www     iaw     wnec  edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


David  Dearden  '81 

If  you  practice  in  the  field  of  health  law,  you  have 
to  be  a  jack-of-all-trades.  The  complex  field 
touches  on  numerous  areas,  including  contracts, 
administrative  law,  labor  law,  business  law,  and 
litigation,  just  to  name  a  few.  David  Dearden  '81 
is  familiar  with  all  of  these  aspects,  as  one  must 
be  a  master  of  these  areas  in  order  to  practice  in 
this  demanding  field. 

David  is  a  Partner  in  the  firm  of  Kalogredis, 
Sansweet,  Dearden,  &  Burke  (KSDB)  in  the 
Philadelphia  suburb  of  Wayne,  PA.  This  "small, 
boutique  firm"  specializes  in  representing  licensed 
professionals  such  as  physicians,  dentists,  and 
psychologists.  The  majority  of  the  firm's  work  is 
transactional  but  David  is  the  main  trial  attorney. 
He  divides  his  time  representing  doctors  in  busi- 
ness, labor,  and  administrative  law. 

"Physicians  are  also  business  people  and  they 
have  the  same  types  of  issues  that  other  business 
people  have,"  David  explained  of  some  of  the 
contract  and  staffing  responsibilities  that  medical 
practices  face.  Additionally,  medical  professionals 
are  facing  increasing  scrutiny  from  government 


and  professional  regulatory  commissions.  This 
administrative  law  area  takes  up  a  substantial 
amount  of  David's  practice.  "I  have  to  deal  with 
the  State  Board  of  Medicine,  various  other  gov- 
ernment regulatory  boards,  and  hospitals'  own 
disciplinary  systems.  There  is  more  regulation, 
compliance,  and  enforcement  at  all  levels." 

David  is  also  seeing  an  increase  in  the  civil 
and  criminal  prosecution  of  false  claim  reporting 
and  improper  coding  by  hospitals  and  medical 
practices.  "The  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  for  the  East- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania  is  particularly  aggres- 
sive and  skilled  in  pursuing  these  cases.  If  a 
physician  mistakenly  codes  a  claim  for  payment 
by  Medicare  the  government  may  investigate  for 
fraud  or  abuse.  If  that  is  found,  the  government 
will  try  to  position  for  a  settlement,  which  some- 
times includes  a  compliance  plan  to  ensure  that 
mistakes  do  not  happen  in  the  future  and  there  is 
a  monetary  recovery,  usually  double  what  has 
been  charged  to  the  government." 

David  decided  to  specialize  in  health  law  after 
spending  six  years  as  a  general  practitioner  in 
Philadelphia.  "I  wanted  to  specialize  in  the  area 
of  health  law  to  make  it  a  little  easier  to  market 
myself  and  to  narrow  the  field  of  learning  that  I 
had  to  master  in  order  to  effectively  practice."  He 
joined  KSDB  after  using  fellow  Partner  Bill  Kalo- 
gredis as  an  expert  witness  in  a  case. 

While  Western  New  England  College  did  not 
have  any  specific  health  law  classes  when  David 
attended,  he  was  able  to  develop  his  court 
presence  skills  through  the  trial  preparation 
courses  the  School  offered  and  through  a  part- 
time  job  as  a  Law  Clerk  in  the  office  of  George 
Nassar.  "I  learned  from  seeing  lawyers  in  action 
in  their  own  office,  which  nicely  augmented  the 
academic  learning  I  received  from  Western  New 
England  College." 

David  was  also  able  to  draw  upon  skills  for  his 
current  practice  area  from  an  unlikely  first-year 


required  course.  "I  can  remember  learning  about 
a  lot  of  the  due  process  issues  that  arise  in  my 
practice  from  my  Constitutional  Law  class  with 
Professor  [Leora]  Harpaz,"  said  David.  "I  certainly 
use  some  of  the  issue  spotting  from  that  class  in 
my  administrative  law  cases," 

And  David's  pro  bono  work  takes  him  even  far- 
ther away  from  his  practice  base.  David  gives 
about  100  hours  a  year  to  a  program  run  by 
the  Philadelphia  Bar  Association  that  handles 
a  type  of  fraudulent  conveyance  case  called 
"tangled  title." 

"I  help  folks  who  end  up  owning  property  that 
is  subject  to  numerous  liens  that  they  didn't  know 
about  or  individuals  who  are  defrauded  out  of 
their  property,"  explained  David.  "I  help  to  untan- 
gle the  title  by  filing  quiet  title  actions  and  defend- 
ing against  foreclosure  actions.  I  take  one  case 
until  I  am  finished  with  it.  Some  are  easy  and  some 
take  years,  but  that  is  my  contribution  to  the  bar 
association  and  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia." 

No  matter  what  type  of  area  he  practices  in, 
David  relies  on  the  educational  basis  he  gained  at 
the  School  of  Law.  The  breadth  of  the  schooling 
has  provided  him  with  the  skills  to  tackle  the  vari- 
ety of  law  he  encounters  every  day.  ♦ 
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School  of  Law  Supports 


Massachusetts  Superior  Court 

150th  Anniversary 
Commemorations 


by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


The  School  of  Law  and  several  of  its  alumni  are  helping  to  commemorate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  Superior  Court.  The  School  and  the  courts 
are  opening  wide  their  doors  to  the  public,  using  the  milestone  to  celebrate  the 
important  role  of  the  citizenry  and  lawyers  in  the  judicial  process. 


On  OctoberT^rWestem  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
will  host  a  sjTnposium  entitled,  "Keeping  Gideons  Promise:  The 
Evolution  of  the  Right  to  Counsel."  The  program  will  focus  on 
the  enduring  significance  of  the  case  of  Nathaniel  Lavalle,  et  al  v. 
The  Justices  of  Hampden  County,  and  will  feature  as  the  keynote 
speaker  Anthony  Lewis,  the  author  of  the  Puhtzer  Prize  winning 
book  Gideon's  Trumpet.  The  afternoon  symposium  will  close  with 
a  dinner  at  which  Chief  Justice  Margaret  J.  Marshall  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Supreme  Judicial  Court  will  serve  as  speaker. 

According  to  Judge  Constance  M.  Sweeney  74  of  the  Hampden 
Superior  Court,  who  serves  as  Cochair  of  the  Hampden  County 
Committee,  "The  symposium  will  focus  on  the  right  to  counsel 
and  its  evolution  in  American  Law,  in  particular  in  Massachusetts. 

"We  are  going  to  discuss  the  government's  obligation  to  pro- 
vide resources  and  the  attorneys'  obligation  when  faced  vwth  the 
duty  to  represent  indigent  clients  set  forth  in  the  disciplinary 
rules,  and  their  realistic  ability  to  do  so  when  not  properly 


compensated.  At  a  point  where  it  reached  a  crisis  in  Hampden 
County  we  went  out  to  the  Bar  as  a  whole  and  they  volunteered 
to  represent  indigent  clients.  They  did  so  in  the  hundreds  and  it 
was  extraordinary.  That  was  the  first  time  a  Massachusetts  Bar 
had  ever  been  called  on  in  such  a  significant  way  to  provide  pro 
bono  substantive  and  emergency  services  to  people  charged  with 
a  crime.  Our  Bar  rose  to  that  occasion.  It  showed  how  fundamen- 
tally we  protect  the  rights  as  a  profession — lawyers,  judges,  and 
everyone  associated  with  it.  But  also  how  fragile  it  can  be  if  that 
balance  is  disturbed." 

Commented  Art  Gaudio,  Dean  of  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law,  "1  encourage  our  alumni,  students,  and 
members  of  the  bench  and  bar  to  join  us  for  this  symposium 
which  highlights  a  case  tested  in  our  local  courts  that  has  state 
and  national  significance.  We  are  honored  to  be  a  part  of  this 
historic  discussion." 


In  Her  View:  Judge 
Sweeney  Reflects 
on  Notable  Cases 

In  reflecting  on  the  his- 
tory of  Massachusetts 
Superior  Court,  Judge 
Sweeney  found  these 
cases  personally  signifi- 
cant for  their  legal 
precedence: 


Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts V.  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  (1920)— "The 
greatest  case  out  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  most  well- 
known  from  a  legal  point  of 
view.  It  was  bad  law  but  it 
led  to  incredible  reformation 
in  laws  relating  to  sentenc- 
ing, the  quality  of  evidence, 
and  the  burden  of  proof.  It 
caused  a  seismic  change 
across  our  legal  system." 


Hancock  v.  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Education 
(2004}— "Justice  Margot 
Botsford  at  the  direction 
of  the  SJC  held  a  series  of 
hearings  to  determine 
whether  or  not  educational 
services  were  being  pro- 
vided equally  in  the  public 
schools  across  the  Com- 
monwealth. This  case  rep- 
resents a  sweeping  and 
detailed  examination  of  the 
state's  educational  system 
and  its  shortfalls  in  de- 
pressed communities, 
Springfield  in  particular." 


Commonwealth  v.  Welansky 
(1948)— "Jh\s  was  the 
Cocoanut  Grove  Fire  case 
which  dealt  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  owners  in  provid- 
ing a  safe  place  for  patrons, 
and  established  criminal 
responsibility  in  relation  to 
wanton  and  reckless  con- 
duct relating  in  death." 


Commonwealth  v.  Soares 
(1978)  —"This  case  forced 
for  the  first  time  the  abso- 
lute obligation  of  the  court 
to  make  sure  neither  the 
prosecutor  nor  the  defense 
was  engaging  in  the  chal- 
lenge of  jurors  in  a  manner 
that  revealed  a  pattern  of 
challenges  relating  to 
racism.  The  finding  on 
Soares  was  ultimately 
adopted  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States 
and  folded  into  its  prece- 
dent. It  changed  the 
system  nationally." 


Commonwealth  v.  Lewis 
Lent  (1995)— "This  murder 
case  of  a  young  boy  ab- 
ducted in  Massachusetts 
and  murdered  in  New  York 
was  heard  by  Judge  Daniel 
Ford  up  in  Berkshire 
County.  Judge  Ford  set 
forth  a  very  scholarly  deci- 
sion that  was  adopted  by 
the  SJC  that  has  been  used 
as  a  model  throughout  the 
country  in  determining  jur- 
isdictional issues  between 
sovereign  states  going 
beyond  issues  of  murder." 
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The  two  other  main  events  featured  debates  about  important 
legal  issues.  Emphasizing  the  outreach  theme  of  the  150lh  Anniver- 
sary acti\ities,  Hampden  Superior  Court  Judge  Tina  S.  Page  '82 
organized  a  series  of  debates  between  10  area  high  school  teams. 
With  assistance  from  a  subcommittee  that  includes  Mar)'  Anne 
Stamm  '86,  and  Mark  Albano,  President  of  the  Hampden  County 
Bar  Association,  and  with  judges,  lawyers  and  citizens  judging  the 
contests,  the  debaters  tackled  the  following  problem:  Resolved:  that 
colleges  shall  not  use  information  from  MySpace  or  Facebook  pages 
in  their  admissions  decisions.  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  hosted  the  final  debate  on  Law  Day,  May  1 . 

The  second  "debate"  took  center  stage  at  a  special  performance 
of  "The  Rivalr)'.  "  the  heralded  dramatization  of  the  1858  debates 
between  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Stephen  Douglas.  The  May  12  per- 
formance was  cosponsored  by  the  Historic  Committee,  Westfield 
State  College,  the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association,  and  the  Vin- 
cent Dowling  Theatre  Company,  and  was  held  at  Westfield  State 
College,  and  all  participants  in  the  high  school  debates  were 
invited  to  attend.  The  Lincoln-Douglas  debates,  centering  on  the 
legality  and  morality  of  slavery,  are  a  reminder  thai  the  Superior 
Court  had  abolitionist  origins  and  a  public  desire  to  have  a  court 
that  would  be  free  from  prior  involvement  with  the  hated  Fugitive 
Slave  Act. 

There  will  also  be  programs  and  activities  to  publicize  the  work 
of  the  Superior  Court.  Justice  Sweeney;  retired  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  Justice  (and  former  Superior  Court  Judge)  John  M.  Greaney; 


and  longtime  Assistant  Clerk  of  Courts  Kathleen  McGreal  appeared 
on  a  public  television  show.  The  State  We're  In.  Justice  Greaney  and 
Superior  Court  Judge  Peter  Velis  have  been  featured  on  public 
access  programs  on  the  history  of  the  court  and  its  impact  on  the 
community,  and  the  anniversary  will  be  the  focus  of  another  public 
television  program.  Around  the  Water  Cooler  later  this  year.  At  the 
court  proper,  a  public  exhibit  will  commemorate  famous  cases. 

Educational  efforts  will  lake  on  a  more  individual  focus  this 
spring  as  Hampden  County  Superior  Court  welcomes  its  first  stu- 
dents from  Springfield's  Senior  Internship  and  Summer  of  Work 
and  Learning  programs.  Expansion  of  iniernships  into  Superior 
Court  is  designed  to  help  high  school  students  develop  an  interest 
in  court-related  career  paths.  "We  anticipate  it  will  occur  on  both 
the  criminal  and  civil  side  of  the  court.  It  will  synthesize  theor)' 
with  practicality  and  demonstrates  how  that  theor)'  comes  into  life 
in  our  everyday  world." 

Hampden  County's  History  Subcommittee  is  compiling  a  his- 
tory of  the  local  court  and  developing  a  preservation  plan  to  pro- 
tect many  of  its  rare  documents. 

To  publicize  the  anniversary  an  entire  edition  of  Mass  Law 
Review'  will  be  dedicated  to  the  court,  while  Springfield's  Republican 
newspaper  will  be  publishing  brief  reflective  essays  written  by 
judges  from  throughout  the  Commonwealth  on  topics  of  personal 
interest.  In  keeping  with  the  focus  on  the  contributions  of  jurors 
in  the  administration  of  justice.  Judge  Sweeney  has  elected  to 
"write  about  a  jury's  dedication  to  resolving  a  civil  case  in  the  midst 
of  the  9/1 1  catastrophe  where  ihey  just  kept  their  senses  and  every 
one  of  them  showed  up  after  a  sleepless  night  ready  to  continue 
listening  to  this  fairly  complicated,  but  rather  dr)'  case.  They 
approached  it  with  even  greater  commitment  than  what  they  had 
started  with.  It  was  an  extraordinary  moment  for  me  in  really 
appreciating  how  much  we  depend  on  the  citizens  and  how 
resilient  the  citizens  were  in  deciding  cases  even  in  the  face  of 
great  tragedy." 

That  commitment  she  says  is  representative  of  the  integral  part 
the  community  has  played  in  the  histor)'  of  the  Superior  Court, 
"Ultimately,  everything  we  do  is  all  about  the  community  and 
citizens'  involvement  in  how  we  protect  rights  along  the  way"  ♦ 


Law  Day  Celebration  and 

"The  Rivalry" 

High  School  Debate  Finals 

Westfield  State  College 

Resolve:  Whether  or  not  college  admissions  directors 

li/lay  12.  2009 

may  use  information  on  a  student's  MySpace  and 

Facebook  page  as  a  consideration  in  determining  if 

the  student  should  be  admitted  to  college. 

Western  New  England  College 

School  of  Law 

May  1.  2009 

To  learn  more  about  these  and  other  upcoming  events,  visit:  law.wnec.edu/superiorcourt 

Keeping  Gideon's  Promise: 

The  Evolution  of  the  Right  to  Counsel  Symposium 

Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
October  14.  2009 

Keynote  Speaker:  Anthony  Lewis,  Pulitzer  Prize  winning 
author  of  Gideon's  Trumpet,  and  the  James  Madison 
Chair  of  First  Amendment  Issues,  Columbia  University 

Dinner  Speaker:  Chief  Justice  Margaret  Marshall, 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court 


By  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf,  Director,  Legislative  Institute 


NSTITUTE  FOR  LEGISLATIVE  AND 
GOVERNMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


FALL  2008  SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMS 


The  Legislative  Institute  hosted  a  variety  of  programs  during  the  fall  semester,  2008.  Among  those 
events  were:  a  Constitution  Day  discussion  led  by  Professors  Bruce  Miller  and  Giovanna  Shay;  the  13th 
Annual  Supreme  Court  Review  Conference;  the  Second  Annual  Regional  Fair  Housing  Conference;  a  presenta- 
tion by  Professor  Curt  Hamakawa  '84  on  the  trip  he  led  to  Beijing  Olympics;  a  lecture  by  Jed  Home,  a  news- 
man from  New  Orleans,  addressing  Hurricane  Katrina;  the  semiannual  sitting  of  the  Massachusetts  Appeals 
Court;  and  several  continuing  legal  education  seminars,  cosponsored  with  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association. 


In  September,  we  held  our  Third  Annual  Constitution  Day  to  commemo- 
rate the  signing  of  the  Constitution  on  September  17,  1787,  which  signaled 
the  completion  of  the  drafting  for  ratification  by  the  states.  This  year.  Profes- 
sors Bruce  Miller  and  Giovanna  Shay  addressed  the  impact  of  the  Constitu- 
tion on  the  actions  of  the  Government  in  fighting  terrorism.  The  springboard 
for  the  discussion  was  the  Supreme  Court's  decision  in  June  2008,  in 
Boumediene  v.  Bush.  In  that  case,  the  Court  ruled  that  alien  detainees  at 
Guantanamo  Bay  had  a  constitutional  right  to  challenge  their  detention 
through  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Professor  Miller,  an  expert  on  terrorism, 
and  Professor  Shay,  an  expert  on  habeas  corpus,  gave  an  insightful  and 
thought-provoking  presentation. 


I  iiij,  Harpaz  Setty 

In  November,  the  institute  hosted  the  13th  Annual  Supreme  Court 
Review  Conference.  Professors  Leora  Harpaz,  Sudha  Setty,  Shay, 
and  Miller  discussed  the  principal  decisions  of  the  Court's  2007-2008  term. 
Professor  Harpaz  addressed  the  election  and  campaign  finance 
cases,  while  Professor  Setty  examined  the  Heller  case  in  which  the 
Court  reviewed  the  right  of  the  people  "to  keep  and  bear  arms"  under 
the  Second  Amendment. 

In  recent  years,  the  Court  has  paid  increasing  attention  to  death  penalty 
cases.  Professor  Shay  explored  the  most  recent  involving  the  use  of  lethal 
injection  and  imposing  the  death  penalty  for  the  rape  of  a  child.  Professor 
Miller  addressed  the  availability  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  detainees 
at  Guantanamo  in  light  of  Boumediene  v.  Bush.  The  program  concluded 
with  a  discussion  among  the  presenters  and  the  audience. 

The  Institute  also  hosted  the  Second  Annual  Regional  Fair  Housing 
Conference.  Organized  by  the  Massachusetts  Fair  Housing  Center  and  HAR 
Inc.,  the  conference  presented  a  range  of  issues  relating  to  current  and 
historical  matters  focusing  on  equal  housing  opportunity.  Speakers 
addressed,  among  other  topics,  predatory  lending,  the  impact  of  the  cur- 
rent housing  crisis  on  minorities,  and  other  timely  subjects. 
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Professor  Curt  Hamakawa, 

the  Director  of  the  School  of  Busi- 
ness' Center  for  International 
Sport  Business,  led  a  group  of 
Western  New  England  College  fac- 
ulty and  students  to  the  Beijing 
Olympics  in  the  summer  of  2008. 
In  their  presentation  at  the  Law 
Center,  they  discussed  the  thrill  of 
the  Olympic  Games  as  well  as  the 
exposure  they  had  to  Chinese  cul- 
ture and  society. 


Finally,  Jed  Home,  city  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Times-Picayune, 
made  a  compelling  presentation  about  the  impact  of  Hurricane  Kat- 
rina on  New  Orleans.  He  is  the  author  of  the  award-winning  book, 
Breach  of  Faith.  Looking  at  the  crisis  through  the  lens  of  an  experi- 
enced newsman,  Mr.  Home  described  in  great  detail  the  excruciating 
period  following  the  devastation  left  by  Katrina. 
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CampusUPDATE 


By  Beth  Barszcz 


From  September  2008  -  February  2009 


School  of  Law  Welcomes 
Northeast  Black  Law  Students 
elation  Conference 


On  February  12-14,  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 
welcomed  members  of  the  North- 
east Black  Law  Students  Associa- 
tion (NBLSA)  for  a  three-day 
regional  conference  involving 
mock  trial  competitions,  seminars 
^  and  panels,  networking  events, 

)^;/tephanieOuciair3L   ^^d  receptions.  Organized  by 
^  '  '  third-year  law  student  Stephanie 

Duclair,  the  conference  highlighted  the  important  roles  that 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  and  greater 
Springfield  attorneys  play  in  the  Northeast  legal  community. 

The  Frederick  Douglass  Moot  Competition  and  the  Thurgood 
Marshall  Mock  Trial  Competition  were  held  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  in  Springfield.  Over  100  law  students  from  New 
England,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey  competed  in  appellate 
and  trial  competitions,  with  the  winners  advancing  to  the 
national  finals  in  California  in  March.  The  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  team  of  Jasmine  Rojas  3L  and  Katie  Foster  3L 
won  the  award  for  Best  Brief. 


(L  to  R)  Former  Frederick  Douglass  Moot  Court  team  member  Van  Jotinson 
04  witti  current  team  members  Mara  Shulman  Ryan  3L,  Ira  Rictiardson  3L. 
and  Jasmine  Rojas  3L. 


(L  to  R)  Matthew  Caron,  senior.  Communication  major:  Brenda  Garlon.  faculty,  Department  of 
Communication;  Barbara  Bernard,  Valley  Press  Club  2009  Lifetime  Actiievement  recipient; 
Robert  Souza,  senior,  Communication  major. 

Area  Professionals  Deem  Communications 
Conference  a  Huge  Success 

The  College  teamed  up  with  the  Valley  Press  Club  to  host  the  Sixth  Annual 
Communications  Conference  on  January  8,  2009.  The  conference  brought 
local  students  and  business  people  together  to  learn  from  various  local  pro- 
fessionals in  workshops  on  topics  ranging  from  market  research,  branding, 
working  with  the  media,  and  much  more. 

Each  year  the  conference  celebrates  contributions  made  by  one  individual 
to  the  world  of  Communications.  Barbara  Bernard,  lifelong  communications 
professional,  received  the  2009  Valley  Press  Club's  Lifetime  Achievement 
Award  surrounded  by  family  friends,  and  colleagues.  Bernard  worked  for 
the  Holyoke  Transcript-Telegram,  WHYN  radio,  and  hosted  her  own  television 
show  on  WHYN-TV  (now  WGGB),  and  continues  to  write  a  column  for  The 
Republican  newspapers  and  Masslive.com. 


Campus 
Expansion: 

New  Residence 
Complex 
Underway 


Preparations  have  begun  for  additional  student  housing  to  accommodate  the  grow- 
ing residential  population.  Ground  clearing  for  a  brand  new  residence  complex 
building  began  last  summer  The  construction  is  slated  to  be  completed  by  fall. 
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Baseball  Legend  Bobby  Valentine 

Shares  Thoughts  on  the 
Sport  Played  Around  The  Globe 


Bobby  Valentine,  one  of  baseball's 
brightest  personalities,  visited  the  cam- 
pus as  part  of  the  Center  for  Interna- 
tional Sport  Business  Distinguished 
Speaker  Series  to  give  a  presentation 
entitled  "For  the  Love  of  the  Games: 
Internationalization  of  Baseball."  A 
packed  house  in  Sleith  Hall  heard  the 
former  player,  television  analyst,  and 
manager  for  U.S.  and  Japanese  profes- 
sional teams  share  his  thoughts  on  a 
broad  range  of  topics  covering  the 
entire  baseball  spectrum. 


Valentine  talks  baseball 
to  a  crowded  Sleith  Hall 


Prestigious 
New  Guidebook 
Recognizes  College 
as  a  "Best  Bet  in 
Higher  Education" 

The  first  edition  of  the  Colleges  of  Distinction  guidebook, 
a  new  publication  that  provides  a  fresh  look  at  some  of  America's 
best  bets  in  higher  education,  has  featured  Western  New  England  College. 
The  College  was  recognized  for  excelling  in  the  categories  of  having  engaged  students, 
great  teaching,  vibrant  communities,  and  successful  outcomes.  The  College  also  received 
praise  for  its  active  student  body,  devoted  faculty,  and  academic  programs  based  on 
developing  collaboration,  communication,  and  problem-solving  skills. 

In  addition.  Western  New  England  College  was  ranked  among  the  North  Region's  "Best 
Universities-Master's  Category,"  in  the  U.S.  News  &  World  Reporter  yet  another  year. 


The  End  of  an  Era: 
Professor  Michael 
Meeropol  Retires 

After  38  years  of  teaching  at  the  College, 
Professor  and  Economics  Chair  Michael 
Meeropol  retired  at  the  end  of  the  fall  2008 
semester.  On  December  10,  a  celebration  was 
held  at  the  Log  Cabin  Banquet  &  Meeting 
House  in  Holyoke,  MA,  to  honor  Meeropol 
and  thank  him  for  his  dedication  to  Western 
New  England  College.  Dr.  Meeropol  cele- 
brated his  tenure  at  the  College  with  friends, 
family,  and  colleagues  as  many  praised  him 
as  an  author,  gifted  educator,  loyal  friend, 
and  devoted  family  man.  Dr.  Meeropol  is  the 
author  of  SURRENDER:  How  the  Clinton 
Administration  Completed  the  Reagan 
Revolution  (University  of  Michigan  Press, 
paperback  edition,  2000). 
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The  design,  engineering,  construction, 
and  marketing  of  an  improvement  to 
the  internal  combustion  engine — not 
exactly  the  type  of  accomplishment 
that  is  normally  seen  on  a  lawyer's 
resume.  But  for  Salvatore  '79  and  Stephen 
Scuderi  '79  this  type  of  cross-disciplinary 
work  and  innovation  has  been  a  hallmark 
of  their  careers. 

The  brothers  are  President  and  General 
Counsel,  respectively,  for  the  Scuderi  Group, 
a  research  and  design  firm  focusing  on  fluid 
and  thermodynamics.  Headquartered  in  West 
Springfield,  MA,  the  Scuderi  Group  is  in  the 
midst  of  redefining  the  internal  combustion 
engine  as  we  know  it  with  their  patented 
Split  Cycle  engine  design. 


Salvatore  79  and 
Stephen  79  Scuderi  are 
Leading  a  Technological 
Revolution  That  Could 
Change  the  Face  of 
Transportation 
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Start  Your  Engines 


"The  Split  Cycle  engine  is,  in  many  respects,  similar  to  a  conven- 
tional engine,"  said  Stephen.  "We  literally  split  the  four  strokes  of 
the  auto  cycle:  intake,  compression,  power,  and  exhaust.  During 
these  strokes,  the  piston  goes  up  and  down  inside  the  cylinder, 
top  dead  center  to  bottom  dead  center  and  \ice  versa.  The  Split 
Cycle  engine  takes  those  four  strokes  and  splits  them  into  a  pair 
of  piston  cylinder  combinations;  one  dedicated  to  the  intake  and 
compression  stroke  and  the  opposite  one  dedicated  to  the  power 
and  exhaust  stroke.  We  connect  them  wiih  a  very  special  gas  pas- 
sage called  the  crossover  passage." 

This  design  gives  the  Split  Cycle  engine  a  much  higher  level  of 
fuel  efficiency  than  com'entional  internal  combustion  engines  used 
today,  without  sacnficing  performance.  "Internal  combustion 


By  Brendan  Payne 

engines  are  the  primar)'  method  of  converting  fossil  fuels  into 
usable  work,  so  the  more  efficient  the  engine  becomes,  the  less 
dependency  on  fuel,"  explained  Salvatore.  "Therefore,  the  less  fuel 
consumed,  the  less  pollutants  put  into  the  atmosphere  and  the  less 
fossil  fuel  the  United  States  needs  to  import  from  foreign  nations." 

Continued  Salvatore,  "We  believe  the  Split  Cycle  engine  has 
the  potential  to  become  the  new  industr)'  standard.  The  technol- 
ogy could  be  used  in  anything  from  an  automobile  to  a  lawn- 
mower  to  a  plane.  We  think  that  ultimately  it  wll  displace  the 
current  engine  design." 

The  Scuderi  Group  currently  has  a  protot)pe  in  the  process 
of  being  built  and  their  lead  independent  technical  consultants, 
the  Southwest  Research  Institute  of  San  Antonio,  TX,  is  testing  it. 
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The  Scuderi  Group  is  working  with  engine 
componeni  manufaciurers  like  Bosch  Engi- 
neering GmbH  and  are  in  talks  with  major 
automakers  for  commercial  implementation. 
They  expect  the  protot>T3e  to  be  ready  later 
this  year  and  commercial  sales  could  begin 
as  early  as  2012. 

A  Family  Affair 

Carmelo  Scuderi  (Salvatore  and  Stephen's 
father)  and  his  eight  children  founded  the 
Scuderi  Group  in  2002.  "We  have  a  lot  of 
talent  in  our  family  that  was  right  for  form- 
ing and  developing  this  kind  of  lechnolog)'," 
explained  Salvatore. 

"The  Split  Cycle  engine  is  not  a  new 
idea,"  added  Stephen.  "Our  father  originally 
had  the  idea  to  tr)-  lo  make  the  Split  Cycle 
engine  feasible.  He  made  some  very  subtle 
)'et  critical  changes  to  the  design  that 
increased  efficiency  and  made  the  design 
realistic. 

"When  I  first  started  filing  patents  on  this 
design  in  2001,  I  saw  old  patents  on  similar 
designs  all  the  way  back  to  1913.  In  our 
case,  this  is  the  first  lime  ever  that  modem 
techniques  and  a  serious  financial  effort  has 
been  used  to  investigate  the  potentials  of  this 
particular  type  of  technology." 

Earning  a  J.D.  has  proven  invaluable  to 
Salvatore  and  Stephen,  especially  when 
securing  dozens  of  international  patents 
needed  to  protect  their  design.  "Our  patent 
portfolio  is  extensive,"  said  Stephen.  "We 
currently  file  in  about  50  countries.  We  have 
about  250  applications  currently  outstand- 
ing all  around  the  world.  We've  been  issued 
approximately  75  patents.  If  the  engine 
works  any-where  near  its  potential,  the  net 
worth  of  the  portfolio  is  in  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars. 

"All  we  have  to  sell,  ultimately,  is  the 
patents.  The  Scuderi  Group  is  a  research  and 
development  company  We  have  no  intention 
of  going  into  production.  We  want  to  license 
the  rights  out  to  large  manufacturers." 

A  legal  background  has  also  proved  ben- 
eficial in  securing  financing  to  get  the  project 
off  the  ground.  "The  SEC  has  certain  safe 
harbors  rules  that  allow  small  companies  to 
sell  stock  without  having  to  meet  the  report- 
ing requirements  of  a  public  company," 
added  SaK-atore.  "1  am  the  one  who  actually 


wrote  the  first  offering  memorandum.  The 
only  way  1  could  have  done  that  is  with  the 
knowledge  gained  from  a  law  degree." 

Stephen,  the  elder  brother  by  one  year, 
and  Salvatore  had  discussed  the  possibility 
of  going  to  law  school  and  by  luck  ended 
up  enrolled  in  the  part-time  evening  pro- 
gram together  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1975. 

"I  had  always  had  my  eye  on  a  law 
degree,"  remembered  Salvatore.  "1  was 
looking  for  a  program  where  I  could  go  at 
night  and  continue  to  work  full-time  and 
Western  New  England  College  had  an 
excellent  reputation." 

"Western  New  England  College  prepared 
me  for  legal  work.  It  taught  me  to  think  like 
an  attorney  The  combination  of  my  engi- 
neering and  legal  education  drove  me  in 
the  direction  of  becoming  a  patent  attorney," 
said  Stephen,  who  is  in  charge  of  capturing 
and  developing  the  patent  portfolio  for  the 
firm.  Stephen  enjoyed  his  time  at  Western 
New  England  College  so  much  he  earned 
a  second  bachelor's  degree  in  Electrical 
Engineering  after  completing  his  J.D. 


Both  men  earned  technical  and  scientific 
degrees  as  undergrads,  (Stephen,  a  bache- 
lor's degree  in  Mechanical  Engineering  and 
Salvatore,  a  bachelor's  degree  in  Biology). 
They  found  the  transition  to  the  educational 
culture  of  law  school  and  the  Socratic 
Method  a  little  tricky  at  first,  but  ultimately 
it  proved  to  be  a  valuable  investment. 

"I  do  remember  the  first  year  being  the 
most  difficult,"  reminisced  SaK'atore.  "It  was 
a  different  learning  process  for  me  going 
from  a  technical  degree  into  the  law  degree, 
and  obviously  working  full-time  and  going 
to  law  school  was  not  an  easy  thing,  but  it 
was  certainly  a  great  experience  for  me." 

And  the  Scuderi  legacy  continues  today 
at  Western  New  England  College.  Stephen's 
son,  Phillip,  (who  also  works  for  the  Scuderi 
Group)  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  and  two  other  members  of  the 
next  generation  of  Scuderis  are  currently 
enrolled  as  undergraduates.  How  will  their 
Western  New  England  College  educations 
better  our  nations  future?  An  eager,  energy- 
minded  nation  awaits  the  result.  ♦ 


"Western  New  England  College  prepared  me 
for  legal  work.  It  taught  me  to  think  like  an 
attorney.  The  combination  of  my  engineering 
and  legal  education  drove  me  in  the  direction 
of  becoming  a  patent  attorney." 

Stephen  Scuderi  79 


All  Illustrations  of  the  Scuderi  Split  Cycle 
combustion  engine  ©2009,  Scuderi  Group 
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alumni  assemble  for  fall  events 


By  Brendan  Payne 


11'  >  / 

Ninth  Annual  Dinner 
for  Students  and 
Alumni  of  Color 

The  School  of  Law  commu- 
nity gathered  on  October  28, 
2008,  at  the  Log  Cabin  Ban- 
quet &  Meeting  House  in 
Holyoke,  MA,  to  celebrate 
the  Ninth  Annual  Dinner  for 
Students  and  Alumni  of  Color. 
Over  95  students,  alumni, 
and  faculty  gathered  for 
this  event. 

The  Honorable  Kevin 
Randolph  '89,  a  Superior  Court  Judge  in  Connecticut, 
served  as  the  keynote  speaker.  Prior  to  ascending  to 
the  bench,  Judge  Randolph  was  a  respected  criminal 
lawyer.  He  has  tried  six  capital  felony  cases  to  verdict. 
He  sat  on  the  Connecticut  Special  Public  Defender 
Committee.  While  at  Western  New  England  College, 
Judge  Randolph  was  a  member  of  the  National  Moot 
Court  Team.  In  1989,  he  won  Best  Oral  Argument  in  the 
School  of  Law  Intramural  Competition  and  he  won  Best 
Oral  Argument  in  the  Frederick  Douglass  Regional  Moot 
Court  Competition  in  1988. 


Hon.  Kevin  Randolph  '89 


Reunion  2008 

The  Naismith  Memorial  Basketball 
Hall  of  Fame  on  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut  River  served  as  host 
for  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Reunion  2008  on 
October  18.  More  than  100  alumni 
and  their  families  from  class  years 
ending  in  "3"  and  "9"  attended 
this  year's  event  and  some  alumni 
traveled  from  as  far  away  as 
Florida  and  Texas  to  be  a  part  of 
the  festivities. 

Alumni  had  an  opportunity  to 
visit  the  campus  during  the  day 
and  see  the  new  renovation  and 
expansion  to  the  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center. 


1 
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For  up-to-the-minute  alumni  news,  access  to  the  Law  Alumni  Finder,  or  archive  issues  of  past 
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As  an  Aside. . . 

The  Story  of  Professor  Bill  Baker's  Unlikely  Road  to  Legal  Academia 

r 


If  you  have  taken  a  course  with  Pro- 
fessor Bill  Baker,  you  know  how  each 
session  opens. 
"Last  class!"  bellows  from  the  front  of 
the  room,  immediately  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  every  student.  A  brisk  review  of 
the  previous  day's  lesson  commences, 
followed  by  a  smooth  segue  into  the  new 
material  to  be  covered. 

Not  a  second  is  wasted.  The  subjects 
of  Property,  Trusts  and  Estates,  Real 
Estate,  and  Estate  Planning  are  far  too 
expansive  and  complex  for  even  a 
moment  to  be  squandered.  Whether  lec- 
turing on  adverse  possession  or  wills. 
Professor  Baker  offers  the  material  to  stu- 
dents in  a  direct,  straightforward  manner, 
because,  as  he  puts  it,  "Most  attorneys  in 
these  areas  know  essentially  all  the  rules 
in  advance  and  are  able  to  respond  to 
the  needs  of  clients  without  doing  any 
research.  This  is  a  practice  area  where 
you  are  expected  to  know  it." 

Brimming  with  confidence,  Professor 
Baker  has  an  answer  to  every  question, 
even  for  the  most  far-fetched  hypotheti- 
cal. His  assurance  stems  from  over 
30  years  of  intense  study  on  the  subject 
matters  he  teaches.  But  few  of  the  thou- 
sands of  students  he  has  taught  know 
how  truly  unlikely  his  current  vocation 
would  have  seemed  in  1970  when  he 
entered  his  senior  year  at  Clarkson 
College  in  Potsdam,  NY. 

From  Math  to  the  Law 

"Happenstance."  That  is  how  Professor 
Baker  describes  his  journey  from  an 
undergraduate  math  major  at  Clarkson  to 
a  student  of  the  law  at  Albany  Law  School. 

The  idea  to  ir)'  his  hand  at  law  school 
germinated  from  a  serendipitous  meeting 
with  former  members  of  his  college  fra- 
ternity, Tau  Epsilon  Phi.  "In  October  of 
my  senior  year,  two  frat  brothers  came 


back  for  our  fall  reunion  weekend.  They 
were  in  law  school  and  they  told  me  they 
thought  I  would  enjoy  it  and  that  1 
should  apply 

"I  signed  up  for  the  LSAT.  Didn  t  do 
any  preparation  for  it.  The  night  before,  I 
went  to  a  party,  came  in  at  5:00  a.m.  Our 
cook  [fraternity  house  mother)  knew  I 
was  taking  the  test  and  woke  me  at  8:00 
a.m.  The  test  started  at  8:30.  I  drank  two 
quick  cups  of  coffee,  took  the  test,  actu- 
ally fell  asleep  during  the  test,  but  1  still 
got  a  very  high  score,  because  I  always 
get  high  scores  on  those  sorts  of  tests." 

After  being  accepted  to  both  Harvard 
and  Albany,  Professor  Baker  was  still  not 
convinced  that  law  school  was  the  right 
choice.  He  started  working  for  Eastman 
Kodak  in  Rochester,  NY.  It  didn't  take 
long  for  Professor  Baker  to  find  the  job 
"boring"  and  he  decided  to  accept 
Albany's  offer  of  a  free  legal  education. 
Following  law  school,  he  spent  one  year 
at  a  firm  in  Rochester  working  six  days  a 
week,  12-18  hour  days.  "I  practiced.  1 
enjoyed  practice.  But  my  practice  was 
such  that  I  got  up  early  in  the  morning 
and  I  got  home  late  at  night.  1  rarely  saw 
my  wife  and  family.  I  thought  I'd  enjoy 
teaching,  and  academics  seemed  like  a 
much  better  solution." 

However,  after  accepting  a  position  at 
"Western  New  England  College,  Professor 
Baker  still  had  reservations  whether  this 
was  truly  his  calling  in  life.  "For  my  first 
six  years  of  teaching,  1  wasn't  certain  I 
wanted  to  stay  in  this  profession,"  he 
explained.  "I  maintained  a  house  in  New 
York  and  ever)'  spring  1  would  go  back 
and  work  for  my  old  law  hrm  in  the  sum- 
mer. I  took  the  1979-80  academic  year  off 
and  clerked  forjudge  Edward  Siracuse  in 
New  York.  I  talked  to  a  lot  of  people  dur- 
ing that  hiatus;  the  judge,  attorneys.  I  saw 
w  hat  my  lifestyle  was  going  to  be  going 


back  into  practice.  By  that  time  I  had 
two  kids  and  I  missed  teaching  students. 
I  liked  being  around  students  as  com- 
pared to  clients.  Students  were  very  smart 
and  reasonable."  He  found  clients  to  be 
decidedly  less  so. 

i  read  very  fast" 

Professor  Baker  is  one  of  the  foremost 
experts  in  the  country  on  issues  in  prop- 
erty, trusts  and  estates,  and  real  estate 
law.  His  brief  work  in  practice  and  as  a 
law  clerk  exposed  him  to  issues  in  estate 
planning,  small  business,  bankruptcy,  and 
eminent  domain,  some  of  the  fundamen- 
tal topics  in  these  areas. 

To  hone  his  knowledge  to  teach  courses 
in  Property,  Trusts  and  Estates,  Real  Estate 
Law,  and  Estate  Planning,  Professor  Baker 
literally  read  every  case  published  in  these 
areas.  "I  read  a  lot.  The  best  way  for  a 
young  professor  to  develop  expertise  is  to 
read  a  lot  in  the  area  in  which  he  or  she 
teaches.  When  I  came  in  and  started  teach- 
ing Property  and  Trusts  and  Estate,  I  did 
my  very  best  to  read  everything  that  was 
out  there.  1  read  very  fast." 

He  is  one  of  the  numerous  talented 
faculty  members  who  also  teach  in  the 
LL.M.  for  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law, 
the  only  such  combined  degree  program 
in  the  country.  His  proficiency  helps 
prepare  practicing  attorneys  to  face  the 
challenges  posed  by  this  field.  "Estate 
taxes  are  affecting  more  and  more  people. 
At  the  same  time,  people  are  getting  older 
and  needing  elder  law  services  as  it 
becomes  much  more  difficult  to  help 
protect  family  assets." 

Why  He  Stays 

As  one  of  the  elder  statesmen  of  Western 
New  England  College,  Professor  Baker 
helped  to  mold  the  School's  teaching 
philosophy  during  its  formative  years  in 
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the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s;  mak- 
ing the  primary  focus  on  the  educa- 
tion of  the  students.  He,  like  many 
of  the  current  professors  who  have 
logged  25  or  more  years  at  Western 
New  England  College,  has  turned 
down  numerous  offers  from  private 
practice  and  other  institutions.  He 
remains  because  he  likes  how  the 
School  evolved. 

"Why  have  1  stayed?"  asked 
Professor  Baker.  "Because  it  hasn't 
changed.  Fundamentally  it  is  the 
same  institution,  and  its  a  very  good 
institution." 

Professor  Baker  loves  the  lifestyle 
afforded  to  a  law  professor.  "When 
you're  teaching,  your  time  is  your 
own.  You  certainly  have  obligations. 
I  probably  work  80  hours  a  week 
right  now.  But  1  can  do  it  when  I 
want  to  do  it.  If  I  want  to  get  up 
at  5:00  a.m.  and  work,  which  I  do 
quite  frequently,  I  can  do  it.  If  I  want 
to  take  three  hours  off  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  and  go  to  the  gym,  I  can 
do  it.  In  private  practice,  you  can't 
do  that." 

He  also  enjoys  the  academic 
bubble  that  exists  in  a  law  school. 
"We  live  in  a  very  isolated  commu- 
nity— law  professors  and  law  stu- 
dents. Many  law  professors  and  law 
students  act  as  if  the  people  at  this 
institution  or  any  institution  like 
this  are  normal  people,  but  in  fact 
everyone  here  is  so  much  above  the 
average  intelligence  and  ability  of 
the  rest  of  society." 

His  students  would  say  this  envi- 
ronment has  attracted  faculty  like 
Bill  Baker  who  are  above  average 
legal  educators.  ♦ 
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Bridgelle  Baldwin,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Law,  has  published  in  Supreme  Judgment  of 
the  Poor:  The  Role  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  in  Welfare  Law  and  Policy," 
23  Wisconsin  Women's  Law  Journal  1  (2008). 
Professor  Baldwin  also  participated  in  the 
Northeast  People  ol  Color  Conference  as  a 
member  of  the  coordinating  committee  and 
a  commentator. 

Erin  Buzuvis,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law, 
was  published  in  the  Journal  oj  Sport  and 
Social  Issues  (Nov.  2008):  "(e)Racing  Jen- 
nifer Harris:  Sexuality  and  Race,  Law  and 
Discourse  in  Harris  v.  Portland"  (coauthored 
with  Kristine  Newhall),  an  article  analysis 
on  the  discriiTiination  case  against  Penn 
State  basketball  coach  Rene  Portland  and  the 
intersection  of  race  and  sexual  orientation. 

Professor  Buzuvis  also  presented  at  the 
AALS  annual  meeting:  "Sexual  Orientation 
Discrimination  Against  Female  Coaches  and 
the  New  Title  IX  Retaliation  Cases,"  an 
examination  of  Title  IX  retaliation  cases  in 
the  wake  of  /ac/?son  v.  Birmingham  Board  for 
what  they  are  revealing  about  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  against 
female  coaches. 

Tina  Cafaro  '95,  Associate  Clinical  Professor 
of  Law,  was  a  faculty  member  at  the  National 
Institute  for  Trial  Advocacy's  New  England 
Regional  Building  Trial  Skills  Program 
in  Boston. 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  Dean  and  Professor  of 
Law,  has  been  appointed  the  reporter  of  a 
Uniform  Law  on  Notarial  Acts.  Its  purpose  is 
to  provide  a  uniform  codification  of  the  laws 
on  notary  publics  and  others  with  similar 
powers.  Dean  Gaudio  has  also  been 
appointed  Chair  of  the  Site  Evaluation  Team 
visiting  Charleston  School  of  Law. 

Eric  Gouvin,  Associate  Dean  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Professor  of  Law,  has  been 
appointed  to  a  site  inspection  team  by  the 
ABA.  This  is  his  second  appointment  to  an 
inspection  team. 

Dean  Gouvin  was  reappointed  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Section  on  Unin- 
corporated Associations,  Partnerships,  and 
LLCs  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Law  Schools  in  San  Diego. 

Dean  Gouvin  has  been  invited  again  to 
go  to  Paris,  France,  in  June  2009  as  a  Visit- 
ing Professor  to  teach  a  course  in  Compara- 
tive Corporate  Law  at  the  University  of  Paris 
X  (Nanterre).  The  course  was  part  of  the 
Summer  Abroad  program  cosponsored  by 
the  University  of  Paris  and  Golden  Gate 
University  School  of  Law.  Dean  Gouvin  also 
participated  in  a  conference  at  the  Free  Uni- 
versity of  Brussels  in  Belgium.  The  confer- 
ence was  entitled  "Is  the  Bank  Crisis  also  a 
Crisis  in  Banking  Law?"  Dean  Gouvins 
paper  was  entitled  "Looking  for  Lessons 
from  the  U.S.:  Deregulation,  Market  Failure 
and  Government  lnter\ention-What  Have 
We  Learned?" 

He  gave  a  talk  at  the  School  of  Law  on 
Halloween  on  the  topic  of  "Ghosts  and  the 


Law."  This  was  an  update  and  a  reprise  of  a 
talk  given  the  previous  year  in  connection 
with  an  upcoming  chapter  in  a  book  on  law 
and  magic  to  be  published  by  Carolina  Acad- 
emic Press.  Dean  Gouvin's  chapter  is  on  law 
and  necromancy. 

Dean  Gouvin  assembled  and  moderated  a 
panel  at  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship  3rd  Annual 
Interdisciplinary  Conference,  October  2008. 
The  theme  for  the  conference  was  Entrepre- 
neurship in  a  Global  Environment.  His  panel 
was  called  "Looking  Ahead:  Political  Out- 
comes and  Policy  Implications. " 

Arthur  Leavens,  Professor  of  Law,  partici- 
pated in  Harvard  Law  School's  Winter  Trial 
Advocacy  Workshop  as  a  faculty  member, 
teaching  trial  advocacy  generally,  and  teach- 
ing eliciting  expert  testimony  and  presenting 
closing  arguments  specifically. 

Aimee  Griffin  Mannings  '03,  Director  of  the 
Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing 
Entrepreneurship,  was  appointed  National 
Bar  Association  Region  I  Vice  Chair.  She  also 
presented  a  workshop,  "Should  My  Business 
Become  Certified  as  a  M/WBE,"  at  the 
National  Bar  Association  Annual  Conference. 

Barbara  A.  Noah,  Professor  of  Law,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Journal  of  Law,  Medicine,  and 
Ethics,  winter  2009.  Her  article  was  entitled 
"Just  a  Spoonful  of  Sugar:  Drug  Safety  for 
Pediatric  Populations."  Also,  she  was  an 
invited  discussant  at  the  Union  College 
Symposium  on  Health  Care  Reform,  October 
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2008.  At  the  symposium,  a  group  of  approxi- 
mately 40  physicians,  lawyers,  and  health  policy 
professionals  met  to  identify  problems  with  the 
current  healthcare  delivery  system  and  to 
dcN'clop  recommendations  for  reform. 

Frederick  Royal,  Professor  of  Law,  has  been 
recognized  by  Mat  tindalc-HubbeU,  a  leading  peer- 
review  journal,  for  the  quality  of  his  legal  work 
and  high  ethical  standards. 

Sudha  Setty,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  an 
officer  of  the  South  Asian  Bar  Association  of 
Connecticut,  was  moderator  of  a  panel  discus- 
sion about  Pakistan  in  the  aftermath  of  the  2008 
suspension  of  the  rule  of  law,  the  current  state  of 
affairs,  and  its  implications  on  U.S.  national 
security.  Panelists  included  Professor  Tayyab 
Mahmud  of  Seattle  University  School  of  Law  and 
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Aloke  Chakravarty.  The 
event  raised  funds  for  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission of  Pakistan,  an  organization  working  to 
promote  the  rule  of  law  and  government 
accountability  in  Pakistan. 

Giovanna  Shay,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  along 
with  coauthor  Christopher  Lasch,  published 
"Initiating  a  New  Constitutional  Dialogue:  The 
Increased  Importance  Under  AEDPA  of  Seeking 
Certiorari  From  Judgments  of  State  Courts"  in 
the  October  2008  edition  of  the  William  &  Maiy 
Law  Review. 
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Online  Study  Takes  LL.M.  in  Estate 
Planning  and  Elder  Law  Cross-country 


IT'S  5:15  P.M.  ON  A  CHILLY  WEDNESDAY  EVENING  IN  FEBRUARY  Fred  Royal,  a  law 
professor  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law,  sits  in  his  paneled  home  office  in  the  quaint 
village  of  Bernardston  on  the  Massachusetts/Vermont  state  line.  This  seemingly  tranquil,  Rockwell-esque 
setting  is  anything  but.  Fred,  an  expert  in  tax  law,  isn't  checking  on  the  Dow  or  the  day's  dire  news  head- 
lines on  his  PC.  Instead,  he's  leading  a  lively  classroom  debate  about  Wealth  Transfer  Taxes  with  students 
from  around  the  country  enrolled  in  the  LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law.  Tonight's  class  includes 
Jonathan  Hollister  studying  from  Napa  Valley,  and  Richard  Selinger  '96,  who  is  logged  in  from  the  Florida 
coast.  They  are  joined  by  attorneys  from  Connecticut,  Las  Vegas,  and  even  military  personnel  from  overseas, 
all  classmates  in  a  virtual  classroom  representative  of  the  future  of  advanced  degree  legal  education. 


As  director  of  the  program,  Professor  Royal 
takes  pride  in  its  growing  national  enrollment. 
The  LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  is 
the  only  such  program  in  the  country  that  is 
live  and  completely  online.  That  flexibility  is 
attracting  students  from  across  the  country 
eager  to  gain  expertise  in  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  legal  specialties  of  the  21st  century. 


When  the  program  was  launched  four 
years  ago,  it  was  in  preparation  for  the  great 
wealth  transfer  anticipated  to  begin  with 
the  retirement  of  America's  77  million  baby 
boomers. 

While  that  transfer  was  projected  to  create 
a  demand  for  financial  consultants  and  estate 
planners  in  the  coming  years,  the  worldwide 


financial  crisis  has  created  an  immediate  need 
for  attorneys  and  consultants  to  guide  their 
clients  through  uncharted  waters.  With  an 
LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law,  our 
graduates  will  be  able  to  do  just  that. 

"In  today's  uncertain  economy,  people  are 
looking  for  a  legal  advisor  with  significant 
expertise  in  estate  planning  and  elder  law, 
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Jonathan  Hollister  logs  in  from  from  his  decic  in  Napa  Valley,  CA 


Richard  Selinger  '96  attending  class  from  his  east  coast  home  in  Jacksonville.  FL 


areas  that  directly  impact  our  financial  decisions 
later  in  life.  Practitioners  with  an  LL.M.  fronn  this 
program  will  have  a  marked  advantage  in  build- 
ing and  growing  this  area  of  their  practice,"  says 
Professor  Royal. 

Since  its  inception  in  2005,  the  program  has 
attracted  an  increasingly  national  student  demo- 
graphic. Today  all  students  study  entirely  online. 

At  2:1 5  p.m.  Pacific  Time,  Jonathan  Hollister 
logs  on  to  Professor  Royal's  class  from  his  home 
in  California's  beautiful  Napa  Valley.  With  three 
children  under  nine  and  his  wife  a  physician  run- 
ning a  busy  OB/GYN  practice,  Hollister  is  currently 
a  stay-at-home  dad,  who  is  studying  in  the  LL.M. 
program  in  preparation  to  roll  out  a  solo  practice 
with  an  emphasis  on  estate  planning  and  elder 
law.  Admitted  to  the  bars  of  Arizona,  California, 
Hawaii,  and  Minnesota,  Hollister  also  tutors  law 
students  preparing  for  the  California  Bar. 

Since  enrolling  in  the  program  Hollister  has 
become  a  big  fan  of  its  online  delivery  model. 
Using  software  called  "Elluminate,"  the  program 
allows  students  and  faculty  to  attend  class  syn- 
chronously at  set  class  times  each  week.  Students 
see  Professor  Royal  through  a  computer  camera, 
while  software  tools  enable  them  to  "raise  their 
hand,"  electronically  send  Fred  an  IM,  or  refer- 
ence documents  he  posts  during  class.  Modules 
for  posting  assignments  or  exams,  chatting,  and  a 
host  of  other  tools  ensure  a  constant  flow  of 
communication  between  classmates  and  with 
their  professor. 

Says  Hollister,  "I  think  the  program  is  tremen- 
dous, and  I  don't  think  anything  is  lost  at  all  by 
taking  it  online.  There  are  a  lot  of  advantages. 
There  was  a  snowstorm  that  occurred  earlier  this 
month  that  shut  down  the  Blake  Law  Center,  but 


If  you  want  to  do  an  LL.M.  program  completely  online, 
Western  New  England  College  is  the  only  choice. 


that  didn't  stop  us.  I  can  take  a  vacation  with  my 
family  and  not  miss  a  class.  All  of  the  classes  are 
recorded  so  if  I  do  miss  a  class,  step  away  for  a 
moment  to  tend  to  my  three-year-old,  or  want  to 
review  all  or  a  portion  of  the  class,  I  can  watch  it 
again  later." 

Hollister  sees  the  diversity  in  student  back- 
grounds and  experience  as  an  unexpected  plus 
to  studying  online.  He  says,  "Everyone  brings 
different  perspectives  to  the  classroom  because 
they  are  from  different  jurisdictions.  For 
instance,  California  is  a  community  property 
state  so  some  of  our  work  here  differs  from  that 
on  the  east  coast." 

One  of  the  students  bringing  that  east  coast 
perspective  to  the  LL.M.  classroom  is  Richard 
Selinger  who  attends  class  in  the  evening  from 
his  home  in  Jacksonville,  FL. 

A  1 996  graduate  of  the  Western  New  England 
College  J.D.  program,  Selinger  was  already  confi- 
dent in  the  quality  of  the  School  and  caliber  of 
the  faculty.  Once  he  learned  that  he  could  study 
in  the  LL.M.  program  online,  he  was  sold. 

A  partner  in  the  firm  of  Selinger  &  Fletcher 
in  Jacksonville,  expanding  his  knowledge  of 
estate  planning  and  elder  law  was  a  part  of  his 
long  range  planning.  While  he  looked  at  the 
other  schools,  he  felt  that  Western  New  England 
College's  more  comprehensive  program  would 
make  him  a  stronger  advisor  to  his  clients  and 
to  members  of  the  financial  planning  community 
with  which  he  collaborates. 


Richard  Selinger 


Like  many  attorneys  Selinger's  practice  has 
evolved  over  the  past  1 0  years  from  a  focus  on 
litigation  to  defense  work  and  now  to  estate 
planning.  He  explains,  "In  the  last  two  or  three 
years  I've  been  transitioning  into  more  of  an  estate 
planning  practice.  I've  noticed  that  many  students 
in  this  program  are  in  that  category.  I'm  slowly 
building  a  pretty  nice  estate  planning  practice. 

"I  am  growing  the  practice  by  building  a 
network  of  financial  advisers,  accountants,  and 
insurance  agents.  I  let  them  know  the  different 
things  I'm  doing  to  improve  my  knowledge  and 
expertise.  Certainly  foremost  in  that  is  my  enroll- 
ment in  the  LL.M.  program.  I  share  with  them 
many  of  the  new  issues  and  topics  that  I'm 
learning  about  and  talk  with  them  about  how 
we  can  work  together  for  the  benefit  of  our 
mutual  clients.  I'm  starting  to  do  more  work- 
shops and  seminars  to  bring  these  topics  to 
the  attention  of  these  financial  advisors  and 
their  clients." 

Selinger,  like  Hollister,  sees  the  specificity  of 
the  Western  New  England  College  program  as 
key  to  its  growing  appeal. 

"Years  ago,  when  you  thought  of  an  LL.M., 
it  was  basically  an  LL.M.  in  Tax,"  he  observes. 
"Certainly  tax  is  a  very  important  part  of  estate 
planning,  but  it's  not  only  or  even,  in  most  cases, 
the  most  important  part.  When  you  combine  tax 
with  elder  law,  it's  a  much  more  relevant  degree. 
I  have  to  believe  that  this  program  is  going  to 
grow  in  popularity  because  it's  much  more  rele- 
vant to  the  estate  planner  than  the  Tax  Code." 
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By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


In  an  increasingly  interconnected  world,  stud5dng  the  legal  systems  of 
other  cultures  helps  us  to  develop  informed  opinions  as  both  citizens  and 
professionals.  Today,  study  abroad  experiences  are  becoming  an  integral 
part  of  legal  education  for  students  seeking  this  broader  world  view. 

In  his  role  as  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs,  Professor  Eric 
Gouvin  oversees  the  School  of  Law's  study  abroad  programming,  helping 
to  match  students'  interests  with  the  growing  number  of  study  abroad 
programs. 

While  recognizing  the  potential  value  foreign  study  offers  to  students 
looking  to  do  international  work,  Dean  Gouvin  feels  the  benefits  for  personal  development  should  be  the  primary 
goal  of  such  educational  experiences.  He  says,  "Whether  study  abroad  has  any  impact  on  a  person's  resume  should 
be,  I  think,  a  secondary  consideration.  The  main  benefit  is  that  people  who  study  abroad  learn  a  lot  about  them- 
selves, other  cultures,  and  our  place  in  the  world." 


Passport  to  Paris 


For  the  past  three  years,  Dean  Gouvin, 
who  has  previously  taught  in  Lithua- 
nia, has  been  a  participant  in  the 
study  abroad  experience  himself, 
teaching  a  course  in  Comparative  Cor- 
porate Law  at  the  University  of  Paris  X 
(Nanterre).  The  course  was  part  of  the 
Summer  Abroad  program  cosponsored 
by  the  University  of  Paris  and  Golden 
Gate  University  School  of  Law. 

In  2007  Marcy  Spratt  3L  attended 
the  Paris  program  along  with  other 
law  students  from  the  School  of  Law. 
Before  buckling  down  to  their  courses 


in  European  Law,  French  Law,  and 
Comparative  Law  electives,  Marcy  and 
several  classmates  spent  two  weeks 
traveling  throughout  Europe. 

Marcy's  Paris  classmates  were  a 
mix  of  Western  New  England  College 
students,  other  Americans,  and 
French  law  students.  Classes  in  Com- 
parative Law  were  cotaught  in  English 
by  Dean  Gouvin  and  French  Adjunct 
Professor  Thierry  Aballea,  a  partner  in 
the  Paris  law  firm  LMBE. 

For  Marcy,  the  coteaching  model 
brought  in  a  new  classroom  dynamic. 
"It  was  great  to  listen  to  the  exchanges 
between  Prof.  Gouvin  and  Prof  Aballea 
and  get  both  perspectives." 


So  how  does  the  French  law  school 
experience  differ  from  an  average  day 
at  the  Blake  Law  Center?  From  the 
teaching  perspective,  Dean  Gouvin 
observes,  "University  instruction  is  not 
as  interactive  in  the  way  Americans 
would  expect  it  to  be.  It's  more  focused 
on  information  transfer  as  opposed  to 
exploring  the  concepts  and  trying  to 
find  that  'ah  ha'  moment.  My  French 
colleague  once  commented  on  my 
teaching  saying,  "you  (Gouvin)  always 
say  to  the  students  'good  question,' 
but  in  France  professors  never  say 
that — they  say,  'don't  ask  questions — 
go  figure  it  out  yourself "' 
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(Below)  Associate  Dean  Eric  Gouvin  with 
students  at  the  University  of  Paris  X  (Nanterre) 


(At  left)  Students  visit  Versailles 


In  addition  to  lectures,  the  Paris 
program  routinely  hosts  panels  featuring 
invited  legal  speakers  from  academia, 
government,  NGOs,  and  private  practice. 
Says  Marcy,  "We  would  typically  have  an 
hour  presentation  and  a  half  hour  ques- 
tion and  answer  session  followed  by  an 
afternoon  reception — with  wine  and 
cheese,  of  course." 

But  Paris  isn't  the  only  stop  on  the 
growing  list  of  international  destinations. 
Like  many  of  her  peers,  Marcy  appreciates 
the  broad  opportunities  open  to  Western 
New  England  College  law  students  inter- 
ested in  international  experiences. 

"It's  virtually  unlimited.  We  have  a 
special  relationship  with  the  Paris  pro- 
gram because  of  Dean  Gouvin,  but  we 
certainly  aren't  discouraged  from  trying 
different  programs.  Other  people  have 
gone  to  Egypt,  Ireland,  and  Holland." 

In  today's  economic  climate,  Marcy 
feels  it  was  wise  to  study  abroad  between 
her  first  and  second  years,  leaving  her 
final  summer  open  to  concentrating  on 
resume-building  experiences  and  develop- 
ing valuable  professional  contacts. 

Marcy  advises  future  travelers  to  move 
quickly  once  they  determine  where  they 
want  to  study.  She  recommends,  "Pro- 
grams fill  up  quickly  today,  so  as  soon 
as  you  know  where  you  want  to  go  you 
should  call  the  sponsoring  school  to  con- 
firm openings,  get  your  paperwork  com- 
pleted for  the  Associate  Dean  to  approve, 
and  be  ready  to  apply." 


Next  Stop— Amsterdam 


For  a  different  perspective  on  the  growing 
field  of  sexual  orientation  and  the  law, 
Molly  Ryan  Strehorn  3L  chose  to  study 
in  a  country  that  pioneered  same-sex 
marriage — the  Netherlands. 

"Gay  marriage  is  such  a  huge  issue 
in  the  U.S.  but  they've  been  dealing  with 
it  for  much  longer  in  Europe,"  observed 
Molly.  "They  have  been  doing  surveys 
and  analysis  for  some  time  and  following 
the  culture." 

Through  a  program  offered  by  Whittier 
College,  Molly  studied  in  Amsterdam  with 
the  extra  bonus  of  bringing  her  husband 
and  young  son  along.  MoUy  serendipitously 
found  a  home  that  needed  cat-sitters  for  her 
five-week  program  and  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  full  cultural  immersion — family  style. 

"We  had  the  real  experience  of  living  in 
a  neighborhood — we  went  to  parks  and  we 
hiked  everywhere.  We  enjoyed  just  being 
in  the  culture." 

Like  many  study  abroad  programs, 
Molly's  five  courses  at  the  University  of 
Amsterdam  Law  School  attracted  diverse 
faculty  and  guest  speakers  from  around  the 
world  including  some  of  the  leading  minds 
on  the  front  lines  of  the  emerging  and  con- 
stantly evolving  area  of  impact  litigation. 

"The  program  was  just  incredible 
because  of  the  quality  of  the  faculty.  One 
professor  was  Jenny  Pizer,  who  is  Senior 
Counsel  and  Marriage  Project  Director  for 
Lambda  Legal.  After  we  got  home,  I  saw 


that  she  had  won  a  huge  case  in  Califor- 
nia (BciiilfC  V.  North  Codsl  Women's  Care  Medical 
Group).  It  was  amazing  that  I  could  actu- 
ally send  her  an  email  and  say,  'Congratu- 
lations.'" 

To  Molly's  great  satisfaction  among  the 
experts  discussed  in  her  courses  was  our 
own  Professor  Jennifer  Levi.  "It  was  great 
to  be  in  Amsterdam  and  get  assigned  an 
article  that  was  written  by  one  of  our  fac- 
ulty members.  Jennifer  Levi  is  truly  world 
renowned  for  her  work." 

During  her  stay,  Molly  visited  The 
Hague  at  a  time  when  she  was  not  just  a 
student  of  history,  but  a  witness  to  it.  "We 
went  to  The  Hague  as  a  group  and  it  was 
incredible.  It  was  when  Radovan  Karadzic 
was  brought  to  trial — it  was  like  a  fever  in 
the  Netherlands.  The  class  speaker  who 
gave  us  the  tour  of  the  criminal  court  was 
the  court  liaison  for  him,  so  she  talked 
about  her  experience,  and  two  days  later 
I  turned  on  the  TV  and  there  she  was  on 
the  BBC  reading  the  indictment." 

Molly  credits  the  experience  not  only 
with  broadening  her  awareness  of  other 
legal  cultures,  but  in  widening  her  under- 
standing of  the  communities  she  hopes  to 
serve  someday. 

"We  had  two  transgender  students 
who  were  absolutely  brilliant,  and  it  ailso 
showed  the  diversity  within  the  community. 
You  could  have  someone  who  identifies  as 
a  gay  white  male  who  has  had  experience 
in  the  military  and  is  pro  waterboarding. 
I  had  this  assumption  that  was  very 
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Molly  Ryan  Strehorn  3L  tours  her 
Amsterdam  neighborhood  with  her  son 


narrow-minded  that  being  liberal  in  one 
area  meant  being  liberal  in  other  areas. 
To  have  those  conversations  was  really 
dynamic  and  exciting. 

Autumn  in  London 

In  addition  to  summer  study  abroad 
programs,  students  may  also  study  for  a 
semester  abroad  with  the  permission  of 
the  Associate  Dean.  Says  Dean  Gouvin: 
"Our  academic  rules  provide  two  differ- 
ent standards  for  the  approval  of 
requests  to  visit  at  another  law  school. 
For  summer  programs  the  standard  is 
very  lenient,  basically  if  the  program 
is  on  the  ABA's  approved  list  of  study 
abroad  programs,  the  Associate  Dean 
should  approve  the  request  to  visit.  For 
requests  to  visit  during  the  school  year, 
however,  the  standard  is  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  meet.  In  that  situation  the  stu- 
dent must  demonstrate  that  another 
school  offers  a  course  of  study  (not  just 
some  courses)  that  we  will  not  offer  and 
that  the  curriculum  offered  is  critical  to 
the  attainment  of  the  student's  profes- 
sional objectives." 


After  experiencing  summer  abroad 
study  in  Paris  and  Shanghai  respec- 
tively, students  Jason  Trimmer  3L  and 
Lindsay  Jones  3L  chose  to  dedicate  an 
entire  semester  to  international  study 
with  the  added  benefit  of  an  internship 
component.  They  studied  in  the  Autumn 
in  London  program  cosponsored  by  the 
University  of  Tulsa  and  Stetson  Univer- 
sity College  of  Law. 

Jason,  who  aspires  to  work  in  for- 
eign policy,  interned  eight  hours  a  week 
at  Davies  Arnold  Cooper,  an  interna- 
tional law  firm  renowned  for  dispute 
resolution  and  real  estate  expertise. 
Lindsay,  who  plans  to  work  in  interna- 
tional law,  chose  a  more  intensive 
internship  and  worked  20  hours  a  week 
for  award-winning  international  lawyer 
Mahnaz  Malik. 

"If  you  want  to  study  abroad  for  a 
whole  semester  there  are  very  few  ABA 
approved  programs,"  says  Jason  who 
believes  such  an  extended  stay  offers 
an  ideal  way  to  immerse  oneself  in 
another  culture.  "The  cultural  experi- 
ence just  adds  so  much  to  the  legal 
experience  that  you  receive." 


He  recommends  the  Autumn  in 
London  program  because  "London  is 
the  central  legal  system  for  the  UK  so 
you  have  the  opportunity  to  sit  in  on 
trials  at  the  Old  Bailey  if  you're  into 
criminal  law,  and  you  can  go  to  the 
Royal  Courts  of  Justice  for  civil  and 
you  can  watch  Parliament." 

While  Lindsay  felt  her  China  sum- 
mer study  experience  was  very  insular, 
with  limited  student  interaction  with 
the  legal  community  and  general  popu- 
lation, she  was  pleased  that  her  UK 
experience  was  just  the  opposite.  She 
said,  "In  the  London  program,  you  learn 
a  lot  about  the  cultural  differences  of 
being  a  lawyer  in  the  UK  versus  being 
a  lawyer  in  the  U.S." 

Appreciative  of  such  opportunities 
to  compare  and  contrast  other  legal 
systems  with  our  own,  Lindsay  offers, 
"International  study  puts  things  more 
in  perspectives.  It's  a  window  into  seeing 
how  the  other  side  sees  you  and  how 
they  see  the  rest  of  the  world."  ♦ 


(Above)  Jason  Trimmer  3L  stands  guard  at  the  palace,  and  (right)  at  Stonehenge  with  Lindsay  Jones  3L 
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power  lunch 

Noontime  Speakers  Energize 
Blake  Law  Center 


The  School  of  Law  community 
found  little  respite  during  lunch- 
time  this  fall  as  the  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center  was  filled  with 
numerous  orators  from  the  various 
speaker  series  sponsored  at  the 
School.  This  blitzkrieg  of  knowl- 
edge from  nationally  recognized 
experts  provided  students,  faculty, 
and  the  general  public  an  oppor- 
tunity to  feed  their  minds  and 
stomachs  simultaneously. 


"The  goal  of  all  people  who 
care  about  human  rights  is 
to  keep  pushing  on  that 
issue  in  the  most  principled 
way  you  can.  People  are 
elected  to  office  as  politi- 
cians and  they  are  going 
to  remain  that.  Our  goal  is 
to  push  the  principles." 

Michael  Ratner 


"I  spent  the  day  after  the 
election  reflecting  not  on 
what  this  meant  to  the  world, 
but  what  it  meant  to  me  per- 
sonally. A  fellow  alum  of  my 
law  school,  someone  who  my 
husband  and  I  know  and  share 
so  many  friends  in  common 
with  and  who  many  of  us 
knew  was  destined  for  great- 
ness, had  just  become  the 
leader  of  the  free  world." 

Stephanie  Robinson 


Clason  Speaker  Series 

The  prestigious  Clason  Speaker  Series  opened  its  20th  year  with  three  presen- 
tations this  fall.  Michael  Ratner  from  the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  was 
the  first  speaker  of  the  semester  on  October  3  as  he  discussed  "The  First  100 
Days:  Restoring  Our  Constitution"  followed  by  Northeastern  University  School 
of  Law  Professor  David  Hall  on  October  8  with  his  lecture  on  "Multiple  Intelli- 
gences and  the  Practice  of  Law."  The  semester  concluded  on  November  1 7 
when  Stephanie  Robinson,  President  and  CEO  of  The  Jamestown  Project, 
addressed  "Eleaion  2008:  Race,  Gender,  Politics,  and  the  Future  of  America." 
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by  Brendan  Payne 


"Our  role  as  attorneys  is 
one  of  service.  I  wanted 
to  remind  you  that  when 
you  get  your  law  degree 
that  you  are  entering  a 
profession  that  is  about 
serving  others.  You,  as 
attorneys,  actually  have 
increased  knowledge 
and  more  privilege  and 
more  power  to  help  oth- 
ers navigate  through  the 
system." 

JeanieTung 


Color  of  Law  Roundtable 

The  Color  of  Law  Roundtable 
featured  three  members  of  the 
regional  legal  community  in 
the  fall.  Jeanie  Tung,  Director 
of  Employment  Services  for 
the  Henry  Street  Settlement 
Workforce  Development  Center 
in  New  York  City;  Jessica  Torres 
'99,  Connecticut  Assistant 
Attorney  General;  and  Attorney 
Charles  Groce  III  '97  all  shared 
their  insights. 


"I  wanted  to  be  an 
actor,  and  I  think  every 
great  litigator  is  but  a 
failed  or  frustrated 
actor,  really  deep  down 
in  our  core,  because  it 
is  the  performance  that 
really  is  the  most  excit- 
ing to  me.  When  you 
couple  that  with  the 
fact  that  you're  dealing 
with  some  important 
issues,  it  just  ratchets 
up  the  intensity." 

Charles  Groce  III  '97 


"Economic  justice  is  cre- 
ating more  equal  access 
to  economic  opportuni- 
ties to  address  the 
imbalance  of  political 
and  social  power  in 
urban  centers." 

Laurie  Hauber 


"Entrepreneurship  is 
extremely  important.  One 
out  of  10  workers  in  the 
U.S.  owns  a  business  and 
is  a  self-employed  business 
owner.  That's  about  13  mil- 
lion people  who  own  busi- 
nesses as  their  primary  job 
activity." 

Robert  Fairlie 


Law  and  Business 
Center  Speaker  Series 

The  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship  invited  a 
pair  of  academics  to  the  Blake  Law  Center  to  distribute  their  expertise 
to  the  assembled  audience  from  the  School  and  local  business  commu- 
nity Laurie  Hauber,  Assistant  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Law  atVander- 
bilt  University  Law  School  and  Robert  Fairlie,  Director  of  the  Master's 
Program  in  Applied  Economics  and  Finance  at  UC-Santa  Cruz,  headlined 
the  series. 


For  more  quotes  from  speakers,  see  "Heard  Around  The  Commons"  on  page  39. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY 

(L  to  R)  Dean  Art  Gaudio  and  Sam  Friedlander  '88 


HARTFORD 

Over  50  guests  attended 


SEPTEMBER  25,  2008 
NYC  Reception 

NYC  Reception  was  held  at  the 
offices  of  Seyfarth  Shaw  LLP. 
William  Perkins  '80  was  our  host. 
The  reception  included  16  atten- 
dees who  networked  and  shared 
news  of  their  lives  and  the  School 
of  Law. 

OCTOBER  9,  2008 
Hartford  Reception 

Shipman  &  Goodwin  LLP  played 
host  to  the  Hartford  Reception. 
More  than  50  alumni  and  faculty 
gathered  to  reconnect  and  remi- 
nisce. 

OCTOBER  18,  2008 
Alumni  Board  Meeting 

Members  of  the  Alumni  Board 
discussed  ongoing  communica- 
tions efforts,  programs,  and 
events  to  help  alumni  remain 
engaged  in  the  progress  of  the 
School  of  Law. 

OCTOBER  18  2008 
Reunion  2008 

More  than  100  alumni  from 
classes  with  years  ending  in  "3" 
or  "9"  reunited  with  faculty  and 
School  administrators  at  the 
Naismith  Memorial  Basketball 
Hall  of  Fame.  Alumni  traveled  from 
as  far  away  as  Texas  and  Florida. 
Read  the  full  story  on  page  17. 


OCTOBER  22,  2009 
Dial-A-Lawyer 

Thirty-six  alumni  and  other  volunteer 
attorneys  fielded  465  calls  from  members 
of  the  general  public  seeking  legal  advice. 
This  biannual  event  was  hosted  in  the 
new  Computer  Learning  Classroom  at  the 
Blake  Law  Center.  Now  in  its  fourteenth 
year,  the  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law,  The  Republican.  El  Pueblo  Latino, 
and  the  Massachusetts  Association  of 
Hispanic  Attorneys. 

OCTOBER  28,  2008 

Ninth  Annual  Oinner  for  Students 

and  Alumni  of  Color 

The  annual  networking  event  was  held 
at  Log  Cabin  Banquet  House.  More  than 
95  alumni,  students,  and  faculty  were 
in  attendance.  The  Honorable  Kevin 
Randolph  '89  served  as  the  keynote 
speaker.  Read  the  full  story  on  page  17. 

NOVEMBER  11,  2008 
Washington  DC  Reception 

The  Washington  DC  reception  was  again 
held  at  the  elegant  Petits  Plats  Restaurant. 
The  reception  drew  18  alumni  from  the 
greater  DC  area  and  several  faculty. 

JANUARY  22. 2009 

New  York  Bar  Swearing  in  Ceremony 

Dear  Arthur  Gaudio  and  Associate  Dean 
Sam  Stonefield  were  on  hand  to  witness 
the  swearing  in  of  17  alumni  at  the  New 
York  Bar  Swearing  in  Ceremony. 


FEBRUARY  18, 2009 
Springfield  Alumni  Reception 

This  year  the  annual  Springfield  gathering  was 
held  in  the  evening  at  the  newly  renovated  lobby 
of  the  Blake  Law  Center.  College  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio  and  Dean  Art  Gaudio  wel- 
comed Massachusetts  Superior  Court  Judges 
Tina  Page  '82  and  Constance  Sweeney  '74  who 
used  the  gathering  as  an  opportunity  to  share 
news  of  how  Hampden  Superior  Court  was  cele- 
brating the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Superior  Court. 

Judge  Page  told  alumni,  faculty,  and  friends  in 
attendance  about  a  high  school  debate  program 
sponsored  by  the  Hampden  County  Outreach 
Committee,  which  she  cochairs.  History  Commit- 
tee Cochair  Judge  Sweeney  shared  news  of  state- 
wide happenings  including  a  symposium  to  be 
held  in  October  (read  full  story  on  page  8), 

Dean  Gaudio  described  to  guests  the  many 
changes  that  had  taken  place  through  the  renova- 
tion and  expansion  project  and  invited  attendees 
to  tour  the  building  to  view  the  dramatic  enhance- 
ments firsthand.  He  told  them.  "This  transforma- 
tion would  not  have  been  possible  without  many 
of  you  who  are  here." 

Dr.  Caprio  told  the  guests,  "The  School  of  Law 
has  been  a  fundamental  and  absolutely  essential 
part  of  Western  New  England  College  over  the 
years  and  it  complements  very  well  the  other 
Schools  of  the  College,  including  our  latest  school 
under  development,  our  School  of  Pharmacy. 
Whether  you  received  your  law  degree  or  both  an 
undergraduate  and  law  degree  from  Western  New 
England  College  you  can  cerlainly  be  very  proud 
to  be  associated  with  this  College,  I  personally  am 
very  proud  of  all  of  you  when  I  think  of  how  well 
served  our  entire  community  is  by  our  outstand- 
ing graduates.  I  also  thank  those  of  you  partici- 
pated in  the  campaign." 
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By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


WASHINGTON,  DC  (L  to  R)  Assistant  Professor  Erin  Buzuvis,    WASHINGTON,  DC  (L  to  R)  Corey  Bakken  07,  Professor 
Eric  Holland  00,  Kristen  King-Holland  01,  Joan  Moriarty        Robert  Lusardi,  Kevin  Hechtman  '07 
'85.  and  Lynn  Williams  '89 


REUNION  2008  (L  to  R)  Dean  Art  Gaudio  with  Walter 
Powell  '73  and  his  wife,  Nancy 


NEW  YORK  BAR  Swearing  In  Ceremony  luncheon 


Upcoming  Events 

May  16 

Commencement 

May  20 

Dial-A-Lawyer 


SPRINGFIELD  ALUMNI  RECEPTION  (L  to  R)  Dean  Art  Gaudio;  Superior  Court  Judges 
Tina  Page  '82  and  Constance  Sweeney  '74;  and  President  Anthony  S.Caprio 


FEBRUARY  27  -  MARCH  1, 2009 
First  Ski  Trip  to  IVIount  Snow 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  organized 
the  first  of  what  is  hoped  will  become  an 
annual  alumni  ski  trip  to  Mount  Snow,  VT. 
Attendees  enjoyed  two  nights  lodging  at 
the  Lodge  at  Mount  Snow  and  two  days 
skiing  with  friends  new  and  old. 


save  the 


Calling  members 
of  classes  ending 
in  "4"  and  "9" 

Reunion  2009 
October  17,  2009 

if  you  would  like  to  be  a 
committee  member  and 
help  with  the  planning  of 
your  reunion  or  just  want 
to  share  an  idea  with 
the  staff,  please  email 
Carol  Thompson  at 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu 
or  call  her  at  413-782-1311. 

Watch  the  alumni 
website  for  details: 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 


Nancy  Raich  '06  and  Natasha  Thoren  '06 


For  up-to-the-minute  alumni  news,  access  to  the  Law  Alumni  Finder,  or  archive  issues  of  past 

Pmpecf,Ve5 magazines  ortheiawOiffesfnewsletter,  visit  ^WW.  1 3 W.  WnBC  .  6 Cl U/B  I U  01 11  j 
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student  Spotlight:  Di  Wu  1L 


by  Deb  Whittemore 


And  so,   at  the  end  of  last  summer, 
Di  Wu  left  China  for  the 
first  time  and  began. . . 

The  Adventure 
of  Her  Life 


Last  summer  Di  Wu  stepped  off  a  plane 
in  Chicago  after  a  nearly  24-hour  jour- 
ney from  the  other  side  of  the  world.  A 
friend  met  her  to  begin  the  thousand-mile  drive 
to  the  School  of  Law,  where  she  knew  no  one 
and  which  she  had  only  seen  in  pictures. 

"There's  a  saying  we  have  in  China-'a  baby 
cow  is  not  afraid  of  the  tiger,'"  says  Di  Wu,  or 
"Woody,"  as  she  likes  to  be  called.  "When  you're 
young  and  naive  you  don't  even  look  at  the  prac- 
ticalities. This  was  such  a  big  dream;  I  didn't  even 
think  about  not  coming...  now  that  I'm  here,  I 
can't  think  of  a  better  place  to  be." 

Woody  was  born  in  a  very  remote  city  in  the 
Hubei  province  of  China,  where  as  a  child  she 
lived  the  life  of  a  typical  Chinese  student:  10 
hours  of  school,  six  days  a  week,  starting  at  age 
four.  By  middle  school,  school  days  were  14 
hours,  a  requirement  for  anyone  who  aspired  to 
attend  university.  Although  mired  in  her  studies 
and  loaded  down  with  textbooks — the  only 
materials  she  was  encouraged  to  read — Woody 
had  other  ideas.  As  a  young  teenager,  she  found 
the  time  to  devour  other  books  and  in  the  process 
got  her  first  glimpse  of  the  world  beyond  every- 
thing she'd  ever  known. 

"1  had  a  stubborn  personality,  so  I  didn't  con- 
form. I  began  to  feel  the  need  to  get  out  and  see 
more,"  Woody  says.  "And  I  knew  if  I  wanted  to 
seek  the  outside  world,  I  needed  a  communica- 
tion tool."  All  young  people  in  China  are  required 
to  study  English  from  the  age  of  13,  but  Woody 
strived  to  master  the  language,  spending  hours 
upon  hours  learning  and  practicing.  By  the  time 
she  was  studying  law  at  Hubei  University,  Woody 
was  so  proficient  in  the  English  language  that  she 
began  participating  in  and  winning  competitions 
around  China.  The  experience  was  thrilling. 

"I  was  lucky  enough  to  meet  people  from  a 
over  the  world,"  says  Woody.  As  she  made  friends 
and  was  exposed  to  other  cultures,  "I  knew  that 
the  only  way  to  make  a  positive  difference  in  the 
world  is  to  see  all  sides  of  the  story." 


To  broaden  her  perspective.  Woody  decided 
she  wanted  to  study  law  in  the  United  States. 
From  the  start,  she  knew  she  wanted  to  study  in 
Massachusetts,  a  place  she  recognized  as  rich  in 
American  history,  and  when  she  came  across 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
online,  she  applied.  Her  acceptance  letter  came  at 
a  perfect  time,  Woody  says,  and  throughout  a  rig- 
orous visa  application  process,  everything  fell  into 
place  in  a  way  that  gave  her  the  feeling  she  was 
destined  to  come  to  the  United  States.  She  is 
grateful  for  the  support  of  her  parents  and 
extended  family. 

And  so,  at  the  end  of  last  summer,  she  left  China 
for  the  first  time  and  began  the  adventure  of  her  life. 

"That  moment  was  so  unbelievable.  From  the 
moment  I  walked  out  of  the  airport  in  Chicago, 
everything  was  so  different,"  Woody  recalls.  "The 
moment  was  almost  too  big.  I  just  stood  and 
looked.  Everything  was  new  and  different  and 
interesting — the  trees;  layout  of  the  roads;  even 
buildings...  I  didn't  even  know  how  to  order 
a  sandwich." 

The  next  day  Woody  arrived  in  Springfield, 
where  Dean  Sam  Stonefield  helped  her  to  find  a 
place  to  live  in  one  of  the  campus  houses  open  to 
law  students.  Just  a  few  short  weeks  later.  Woody 
began  her  studies  in  public  interest  law  at  the 
School  of  Law,  profoundly  grateful  for  the  help 
and  kindness  of  classmates  and  faculty  as  she 
settled  into  a  new  way  of  life. 

"Everyone  is  so  willing  to  go  out  of  their  way 
to  help  me  and  is  so  patient  with  my  'silly'  ques- 
tions about  everything,"  she  says.  "All  of  the  fac- 
ulty members  and  professors  are  extremely 
patient  and  kind,  knowing  that  I  just  got  here  and 
might  have  problems  with  the  language  or  the 
teaching  style  that  is  so  different  than  in  China." 

Those  stark  contrasts  between  the  United 
States  and  her  homeland  come  at  her  from  every 
area  of  her  life  today.  In  the  classroom,  "There  is 
no  similarity  between  the  Chinese  and  American 
legal  systems,"  says  Woody.  "The  Republic  of 


China  basically  invented  a  legal  system  in  1949 — 
it  did  not  grow  from  prior  law,  as  in  the  common 
law  system.  It  is  new,  and  not  well  developed. 
Many  areas,  such  as  'due  process'  need  attention 
and  improvement." 

Woody  sees  the  United  States  in  general  per- 
haps much  differently  than  the  average  American, 
particularly  in  these  dire  economic  times  when 
stress  levels  are  high.  "People  told  me  Americans 
were  very  materialistic,  but  I  think  they  are  pure- 
hearted.  Everyone  is  more  relaxed.  I  cannot 
explain  to  you  the  stress  in  China.  As  economic 
development  in  China  has  exploded  over  the  past 
20  years,  everything  has  become  more  cut-throat. 
Everyone  is  telling  you  to  try  to  be  best — even  if 
you  must  die  trying." 

When  Woody  thinks  about  China,  she  feels  a 
tug  of  love  and  loyalty,  and  a  burning  desire  to 
someday  return  with  lessons  she's  learned  in  just 
a  short  amount  of  time. 

"China  as  a  nation  has  so  much  to  offer  the 
world.  I  want  to  tell  people,  you  can  be  whatever 
you  want  to  be,  as  long  as  that's  what  your  heart 
is  telling  you,"  Woody  says.  "That's  the  most  pre- 
cious thing  the  Chinese  people  need  to  know. 
They  can  be  the  best  of  themselves  rather  than 
the  best  of  everyone  else." 

For  now,  though.  Woody  jokes  that  before  she 
can  "fix  the  world,"  she  needs  to  learn  and  grow 
in  order  to  give  back.  She  wants  to  learn  Ameri- 
can Law  and  then  International  Law  and  to  be  in 
a  position  to  help.  She  also  serves  as  a  student 
representative  to  the  Student  Bar  Association.  And 
all  the  while  her  education  beyond  the  classroom 
continues  as  well. 

"Being  in  a  completely  new  environment 
forces  you  to  grow  up  fast  and  opens  your  eyes  to 
things  you  take  for  granted,"  she  says.  "In  every 
single  detail  of  the  seemingly  most  mundane 
activities  every  day — coming  to  school,  buying 
groceries,  communicating  with  friends — you  see 
all  of  our  differences  in  philosophy  of  life;  the 
ways  we  approach  people  and  deal  with  things. 
But  at  the  same  time  you  appreciate  the  similari- 
ties we  share  and  ways  we  connect  as  people." 

"One  of  the  reasons  I  came  here  was  to  chal- 
lenge my  spirit,"  Woody  says.  "These  past  few 
months  have  been  the  most  intense  and  inspiring 
I've  ever  had."  ♦ 


Full  Court  Press: 

Basketball 

Tourney 
Heats  Up  the 

Competition 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


What  has  been  known  as  the 
longest  running  law  school  basket- 
ball tournament  In  the  country  may 
be  on  its  way  to  becoming  a 
national  player.  Held  February  IS- 
IS, the  34th  annual  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 
Invitational  Basketball  Tournament 
has  traditionally  attracted  schools 
from  New  England  and  New  York. 
With  the  inclusion  this  year  of 
Duquesne  School  of  Law  out  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Appalachian  School 
of  Law  hailing  all  the  way  from 
West  Virginia,  the  competition 
is  heating  up  and  participation  is 
on  the  rise. 

Hosted  by  The  Athletics  Committee 
of  the  Student  Bar  Association 
(SBA],  the  tournament  is  offici- 
ated by  NCAA-certified  referees 
and  played  at  the  College's 
2,000-seat  Alumni  Healthful  Liv- 
ing Center  field  house. 

This  year,  a  total  of  21 
men's    teams    and  three 
women's  teams  comprised  of 
current  law  students  and  alumni 
represented  11  Northeast  law 
schools  including  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law, 
University  of  Connecticut  School  of 
Law,  Quinnipiac  University  School 
of  Law,  Roger  Williams  University 
School  of  Law,  Vermont  Law 
School,  Suffolk  University  Law 


School.  Albany  Law  School,  Touro  Law 
Center,  Syracuse  University  College  of 
Law,  University  at  Buffalo  Law  School, 
Duquesne  University  School  of  Law, 
and  Appalachian  School  of  Law.  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of 
Law  fielded  four  student  teams:  one 
women's,  three  men's,  as  well  as  one 
men's  alumni  team. 

The  tournament  and  its  receptions 
at  local  sports  pubs  have  become  a 
highlight  on  the  student  calendar  each 
year  serving  as  a  welcome  midwinter 
break  from  the  stress  of  academic  life 
and  a  motivator  for  players  to  keep  fit 

Buffalo  won  the  men's  tournament 
and  Syracuse  University  took  first  place 
in  the  women's  contest.  Western  New 
England  College  took  second  place  in 
the  women's  division  while  one  of  the 
two  men's  teams  and  the  School's 
men's  alumni  team  both  entered  Sun- 
day's brackets  as  the  two-seed  in  their 
respective  divisions  before  bowing  out. 

According  to  the  Tournament 
Cochair  Marcy  Spratt  3L,  "We  are  really 
proud  of  this  tournament.  It  takes  a  lot 
of  work  to  get  it  off  the  ground,  but  in 
the  end  it  is  so  rewarding  to  watch  all 
of  these  law  students  and  alumni  come 
together  on  a  different  kind  of  court.  I 
have  been  involved  in  this  tournament 
all  three  years  of  my  law  school  career. 
Over  the  years,  you  get  to  know  the 
repeat  players  and  you  make  friends 
with  these  people  who  ultimately  will 
become  your  colleagues." 


(At  left)  Tournament  Cochairs  Marcy  Spratt  31 

and  Johnathan  LongobardI  21  with  the  Golden  Bear  mascot 
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1970 


Class  Agent  Hon.  Peter 
Sokaris  email: 
usapgs@cs.com 


1973 


Class  Agent  Walter  Powell 
email:  wvp29@aol.com 


1974 


35  Years 


35th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 


1975 

Class  Agent  Richard  Fortier 
email:  rfortier02@snet.net 


1976 


Class  Agent 

Gary  nomas  email: 

gary@wealthtechnology.  com 

Frank  A.  Manfredi  has  been 
chosen  as  the  Italian  American 
Citizen  of  the  Year  by  the 


Norwich  Italian  Heritage  Com- 
mittee for  his  contributions  to 
the  community  and  for  demon- 
strating an  understanding  and 
belief  in  Italian  heritage  and 
culture.  He  was  also  named 
Yantic  Volunteer  Firefighter 
of  the  Year  by  the  VFW  Post 
594.  Attorney  Manfredi  is  a 
partner  at  Cotter,  Greenfield, 
Manfredi  &  Lenes,  PC.  located 
in  Norwich,  CT.  He  is  married 
to  Kelly  Ann  Graves,  and  they 
have  three  children;  Louis, 
Jennifer,  and  Ellen. 

The  Honorable  James  D. 
Pagones  has  been  reelected 
without  opposition  to  a  10-year 
term  as  Surrogate's  Court 
Judge  of  Dutchess  County,  NY 

The  Honorable  W.  Michael 
Ryan  has  resigned  as  Judge  of 
the  Northampton  District  court. 


1977 


Class  Agent 
Marty  Martin  email: 
marty_martm@bellsouth.  net 

Hyman  G.  Darling  has  been 
distinguished  as  a  New  Eng- 
land "SuperLawyer"  in  the 
November  2008  issue  of 
Boston  Magazine.  Attorney 
Darling  is  Chairman  of  the 


Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law 
Department  at  the  law  firm  of 
Bacon  &  Wilson  PC,  located 
in  Springfield. 

Marty  Martin  presented  two 
national  CLE  programs,  "Start- 
ing a  Nonprofit"  and  "The  New 
IRS  990  Form:  Transparency  in 
Governance  and  Management." 
Marty  is  also  teaching  six 
classes  on  nonprofit  topics 
through  the  Duke  University 
Nonprofit  Management  Pro- 
gram as  well  as  presentations 
for  a  variety  of  groups  includ- 
ing an  outdoor  drama  theater 
conference,  a  podcast  for 
North  Carolina  State  Univer- 
sity's Institute  for  Nonprofits, 
and  a  gun  club. 


1978 


Michael  Ligorano  is  the 

recipient  of  the  St.  Thomas 
More  Award  for  his  dedication 
to  the  ideals  embodied  by  Sir 
Thomas  More.  Attorney  Ligo- 
rano is  a  member  of  the  firm 
Norris  McLaughlin  &  Marcus, 
PA.  located  in  Bridgewater.  NJ, 

George  M.  Philip  has  been 
serving  as  Interim  President  of 
the  State  University  of  New 
York  at  Albany  (SUNY). 


1979 


I     30  Years  | 

30th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 

Class  Agents: 
Andrew  Aloe  email: 
andre  waloe@shencoke.  com 
Anne  Geoff rion  email: 
amgeoffrion@prodigy  net 
Deborah  Grover  email: 
attorneygrover@comcast  net 
Lew  Kurland  email: 
lkurland@khov.com 

Paul  P.  Nicolai  has  been 
named  to  the  Strategic 
Development  Committee  of 
the  American  Bar  Association's 
Center  for  Professional 
Responsibility,  Attorney 
Nicolai  is  Principal  of  Nicolai 
Law  Group,  PC.  located  in 
Springfield. 


1980 


Cathy  Okrent  Whitney  has 

published  her  third  textbook, 
Legal  Terminology  for  Tran- 
scription and  Court  Reporting 
with  Cengage  Learning.  This 
new  publication  joins  her  third 
edition  of  Torts  and  Personal 
Injury  Law  and  Legal  Terminol- 
ogy, both  published  by  West 


Pagones  76 


Nicolai  79 


SPRING  2009 


(continued) 
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Fredricks  '83  and  Martin  77 


Lapin  '90 


O'Connor  '96 


Cassidy  '98 


Barry  '99 


Proakis  Mitchell  '99 


Legal  Studies.  She  resides  in 
Westlake  Village,  CA,  with  her 
husband.  Jay. 


1981 


Cheryl  Smith,  General  Counsel  for 

Western  New  England  College, 
will  be  serving  another  three-year 
term  on  the  Hearing  Committee  of 
the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Bar 
Overseers. 


William  Volk  is  a  pilot  and  owner 
of  Longview  Ballooning  in  Cum- 
mington,  MA. 


1986 


Class  Agent  Bill  Stevens 
email:  wmstevens@snet.net 

Richard  D,  Rockwell  has  been 
named  Vice  Chairman  of  Henry 
Bros.  Electronics  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  has  joined  the  Company's 
Executive  Committee  as  Chair- 
man. He  is  currently  the  Chairman 
and  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Pro- 
fessional Security  Technologies. 


1984 


25  Years 


1983 


Class  Agents 
Maureen  Burns  email: 
meb@pellegrinolawfirm.  com 
Ellen  Teller  email: 
eteller@frac.org 

Amalia  Vazquez  Bzdyra  has  been 
nominated  by  Connecticut  Gover- 
nor M.  Jodi  Rell  to  be  a  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Department  of  Public 
Utility  Control. 

Laura  Fredricks  provided  the 
keynote  address  for  the  2008 
North  Carolina  Philanthropy 
conference  entitled  "Fundraising: 
How  to  Cultivate,  Nurture  and 
Harvest  Giving. "  Fellow  alumnus, 
Marty  Martin  '77.  participated  in 
one  of  the  workshops  facilitated 
by  Laura. 


25th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 

Class  Agent  Ina  Forman 
email:  aliforman@aol.com 

Jonathan  D.  Blum  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Kindred  Healthcare,  Inc. 

Curt  Hamakawa,  Director  of  the 
Center  for  International  Sport  Busi- 
ness, along  with  Professor  Dan 
Covell  led  13  Western  New  England 
College  students  on  an  eight-day. 
whirlwind  tour  of  the  2008  Beijing 
Olympic  Games.  The  group  enjoyed 
an  opportunity  to  attend  numerous 
athletic  contests;  visited  historic 
landmarks  like  the  Forbidden  City. 
Temple  of  Heaven,  Summer  Palace, 
and  the  Great  Wall;  and  even  met 
U,S.  gold  medal  beach  volleyball 
player  Misty  May-Treanor 


Class  Agent  Judith  Jones 
email:  jonesjh@aetna.com 

The  Honorable  Kevin  Kennedy 

has  retired  as  Judge  of  the  Con- 
necticut Probate  Court  located  in 
Colchester  CT. 


Dale  A.  Desnoyers  is  the  Division 
Director  of  Environmental  Remedi- 
ation at  the  State  Department 
of  Environmental  Conservation 
located  in  Albany.  He  lives  in 
Columbia  County,  NY,  and  has 
three  sons. 

The  Honorable  William  F. 
Mazanec  III  has  been  confirmed 
as  an  Associate  Judge  in  the 
Greenfield  District  Court. 


1993 


Class  Agents 

Katie  Stone  Harrington  email: 
bharrlngton5207@comcast.  net 
Holly  Lemieux  email: 
hlemieux@lynchlynch.  com 


1994 


1987 


1990 


15  Years 


Class  Agent 

Robert  Murphy  email: 

rmurphy@bacon-wilson.  com 


1988 


Class  Agent  Michael  Borg 
email:  mborg@SRBLLP.com 

Peter  J.  Kajko  has  been  named 
Managing  Partner  of  the  law  firm  of 
Rubin,  Weisman,  Colasanti,  Kajko 
&  Stein.  LLP  in  Lexington.  MA, 
where  he  concentrates  in  the  litiga- 
tion of  civil  and  criminal  matters. 


Class  Agent  Kathleen  Porter 
email:  kporter@rc.com 

Deborah  S.  Lapin  has  joined  the 
Bloomfield  Hills.  Ml.  law  firm  of 
Hertz  Schram  PC.  as  an  Associate. 
She  has  extensive  litigation  experi- 
ence in  both  state  and  federal 
courts.  Lapin  focuses  her  practice 
in  all  aspects  of  real  property  litiga- 
tion, particularly  mortgage  lien 
priority  disputes  and  title  insurance 
coverage  disputes. 


1991 


15th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 

Class  Agent  Lisa  Bongiovi 
email:  lisa.  bongiovi@otis.  com 

Patricia  McCullough  has  been 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Northeast  Utilities  Founda- 
tion as  the  new  President  and 
Executive  Director 

Rodney  Warner  has  been  selected! 
as  the  LIVESTRONG  Challenge 
Award  winner  by  Lance  Arm- 
strong for  his  work  with  cancer 
survivors.  Rodney  works  for  the 
Legal  Clinic  for  the  Disabled  in 
Philadelphia. 


Class  Agent  Martha  Allard  email: 
marthaallard@bellsouth.  net 


1985 


1989 


20  Years 


1992 


1995 


Class  Agent  Pete  Steingraber 
email:  cisco3ack@aol.com 


20th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17.  2009 


Class  Agent  Chris  Browne  email: 
cameronbrowne@msn.  com 


Scott  D.  Camassar  has  joined  the 
law  firm  of  Stephen  M.  Reck,  LLC, 
located  in  North  Stonington.  CT 


Become  a  Class  Agent 


Class  Agents  are  needed  for  the  Classes  of  1971 , 1972,  1974, 1978, 
1980,  1982, 1989, 1995,  and  2008.  If  you  are  interested  in  serving  as  a 
Class  Agent  please  contact  Carol  Thompson  at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu 
or  visit  the  Law  School  Alumni  Class  Agent  webpage  in  the  "getting 
involved '  section. 


The  School  of  Law  is  committed  to  maintaining  "quality  connections" 
between  our  alumni  and  the  School  of  Law.  Our  Class  Agent  program 
is  an  essential  part  of  the  commitment  and  is  designed  to  engage 
classmates  to  not  only  support  the  initiatives  here  at  the  School  of 
Law  but  to  also  serve  as  a  resource  tor  our  alumni.  Class  agents 
serve  as  a  vital  part  of  the  connection  process  acting  as  liaisons 
between  their  classmates  and  the  School. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


ALUMNI  Notes 


SPRING  2009 


1996 


Class  Agents 
Marie  Angelides  email: 
angelides&angelidesandsouth.  com 
Frances  South  email: 
south&angelidesandsouth.  com 

David  E.  Cassidy,  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  Norris  McLaughlin 
&  Marcus,  P.A.,  was  a  guest  lec- 
turer to  a  class  of  New  York 
University  graduate  students 
about  human  resources  in  the 
hospitality  industry.  Attorney  Cas- 
sidy also  gave  a  presentation  at 
his  law  firm  regarding  the  recent 
amendments  to  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  highlighting 
what  employers  should  do  in 
2009  to  ensure  compliance. 

Robert  A.  Hussar  is  the  First 
Deputy  Medicaid  Inspector  General 
for  the  State  of  New  York.  He  and 
his  wife,  Heather,  have  three  chil- 
dren; Elizabeth,  Nate,  and  Hallie. 

Carol  Cioe  Klyman,  a  lawyer 
with  Shatz,  Schwartz  and  Fentin, 
P.C.  of  Springfield,  has  been 
selected  by  her  peers  for  inclu- 
sion in  the  2009  edition  of  The 
Best  Lawyers  in  America  in  the 
field  of  elder  law. 

Richard  T.  O'Connor  has  joined 
the  law  firm  of  Bacon  &  Wilson, 
PC.  located  in  Springfield,  where 
he  will  be  a  member  of  the  firm's 
Healthcare  Department. 


1997 


Class  Agent 

Michael  Blanchard  email: 
michael.  blanchard@bingham.  co 

Benjamin  Brewer  is  practicing 
criminal  defense  at  The  Wood 
Law  Office  located  in  Show  Low, 
AZ.  He  recently  represented  a 
young  boy  accused  of  an  alleged 
double  homicide. 


1998 


Class  Agent 

Darlene  Massery  email: 
darlenemassery@hotmail.  com 

Jamison  J.  Barr  has  been 
appointed  to  the  advisory  board 
of  the  Journal  of  the  Association 
of  Corporate  Counsel;  also  know 
as  the  ACC  Docket 

Martin  C.  Dunn  was  honored  by 
the  Springfield  Veterans  Activi- 
ties Committee  by  serving  as 
parade  marshal  for  the  Veterans 
Day  Parade  in  Springfield. 


1999 


10  Years 


lOth  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 

Class  Agent 

Rebecca  Proakis  Mitchell 
email:  rproakis@nage.org 

GIna  M.  Barry  has  been  distin- 
guished as  a  New  England 
"Super  Lawyer"  in  the  November 
2008  issue  of  Boston  Magazine. 
Attorney  Barry  is  a  member  of 
the  Estate  Planning  and  Elder 
Law  Department  at  the  law  firm 
of  Bacon  &  Wilson  PC,  located 
in  Springfield. 

Rebecca  Proakis  Mitchell  and 

David  E.S.  Mitchell  were  married 
at  the  St.  George  Greek  Orthodox 
Cathedral,  in  Springfield,  on 
August  31,  2008,  followed  by 
a  honeymoon  in  Kauai,  HI. 
Rebecca  is  an  attorney  with 
the  National  Association  of 
Government  Employees  located 
in  Springfield. 


2000 

Class  Agents 

Arose  Nielsen  email: 
arosenielsen@verizon.  net 
Jim  Winston  email: 
jameswinstonlaw.  com 

Justin  H.  Dion  has  been  distin- 
guished as  a  New  England 
"Super  Lawyer"  in  the  November 
2008  issue  of  Boston  Magazine. 
Attorney  Dion  specializes  in 
insolvency,  and  business  and 
financial  matters,  at  the  law  firm 
of  Bacon  &  Wilson  P.C.  located 
in  Springfield. 

Diana  M.  Estrada  was  recently 
named  a  "Rising  Star"  in  the 
Southern  California  Super 
Lawyers  list  published  by  Los 
Angeles  Magazine.  She  is  an 
Associate  with  the  firm  of  Wil- 
son Elser  Moskowitz  Edelman 
&  Dicker,  LLP  in  Los  Angeles. 

Eric  Holland  has  been  appointed 
by  the  United  States  Attorney 
General  as  Deputy  Assistant 
Attorney  General  for  the  Office 
of  Justice  Programs,  U.S. 
Department  of  Justice,  Eric  and 
his  wife,  Kristen  King-Holland 
'01,  reside  in  Alexandria,  VA, 
with  their  two  daughters. 


2001 


Class  Agents 

Jenny  Desch  email: 

Jenny  desch@yorkcountygov.  com 

Jennifer  Zalnasky  email: 

jkzesq@comcast.net 

Christopher  Ward  was  elected 
Partner  in  the  firm  of  LaTanzi, 
Spaulding  and  Landreth,  PC,  in 
Orleans,  MA,  where  he  practices 
in  the  area  of  trusts  and  estates 
with  a  concentration  in  estate 
planning,  estate  settlement,  and 
taxation.  He  lives  on  Cape  Cod 
with  his  wife  and  two  daughters. 


Stay  in  the  Loop 


Please  be  sure  your  Class  Agent  and  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  have  your  current  mailing  and  email  addresses. 

Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to:  Carol  Thompson.  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations. 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law.  1215  Wilbraham  Road.  Springfield.  MA 
01 1 19-2684  or  email  cthompson@law.  wnec.edu. 


Where  are 
they  now? 

William  Gasbarro  '91 

Cumberland,  Rl 
Contracts  and 
Specifications  Officer 
Tfie  Rl  Department  of 
Public  Safety,  Rl  E  9-1-1 
Uniform  Emergency 
Telephone  System 


Bill  Gasbarro  '91  is  the  Contracts  and  Specifications  Officer 
for  the  statewide  Rhode  Island  911  emergency  telephone 
system  (Rl  E  9-1-1/agency).  He  has  been  in  this  position  for 
the  last  four  years  following  14  years  of  private  practice 
that  included  four  years  as  the  Legal  Counsel  for  the  Rhode 
Island  Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  Bill  resides  in  Cumber- 
land with  his  wife,  Regina;  and  their  son,  Phil. 

What  are  some  of  your  responsibilities? 

"I  negotiate,  draft  and/or  review  all  contracts  and  specifica- 
tions that  come  before  Rl  E  9-1-1.  I  work  with  numerous  out- 
side vendors,  including  major  national  telecommunications 
companies.  Additionally,  I  handle  court  appearances  and  hear- 
ings for  the  production  of  voice  recordings  of  911  calls,  as 
may  be  requested,  by  state  or  local  police,  public  safety  agen- 
cies, defendants  or  plaintiff's  counsel,  the  911  callers  them- 
selves, or  any  other  stakeholders,  in  accordance  with  Rhode 
Island  law.  Furthermore,  I  am  involved  in  all  other  legal  issues 
relative  to  Rl  E  9-1-1" 

How  does  Rl  E  9-1-1  compare  with  systems  of  other  states? 

"The  one  nice  thing  about  Rl  E  9-1-1,  and  I'm  biased,  but  it  is 
one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  911  call  taking  center  in  this 
country.  When  someone  in  the  Rhode  Island  geographic  area 
enters  the  digits  "911"  on  their  landline  or  wireless  telephone, 
or  through  a  VoIP  device,  that  emergency  call  will  be  instantly 
routed  to  our  Public  Safety  Answering  Point  (PSAP)  located 
In  North  Providence,  Rl.  Our  Telecommunicators  (call  takers) 
will  quickly  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  emergency,  confirm  the 
caller's  phone  number  and  address,  and  will  then  immediately 
transfer  that  call  to  the  local  Rhode  Island  police,  fire,  or  med- 
ical responder  for  that  particular  area.  Last  year  Rl  E  9-1-1 
transferred  over  679,000  calls." 

How  does  a  legal  background  help  you  in  your  job? 

"The  legal  background  that  Western  New  England  College 
provided  to  me  is  absolutely  critical  to  the  job  that  I  do.  Rl  E 
9-1-1  personnel  ask  me  on  an  ongoing  basis  for  legal  deter- 
minations involving  this  agency,  that's  my  job.  When  I  give 
advice  to  the  Associate  Director,  who  is  my  boss  and  the 
Director  of  this  agency,  he  is  looking  to  me  for  a  legal  deter- 
mination. One  of  the  requirements  of  the  position  of  Contracts 
and  Specifications  Officer  for  Rl  E  9-1  -1  is  that  it  is  to  be  filled 
by  an  attorney  licensed  to  practice  law  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  I  am  the  only  attorney  employed  by  this  agency." 

What  made  you  decide  to  attend  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law? 

"I  had  heard  some  very  good  things  about  the  School.  It  was 
considered  to  be  a  great  law  school  with  a  wonderful  library 
and  campus." 
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Where  are 
they  now? 

Gineen  Bresso  Beach  '99 

Washington,  DC 
Chairperson 

U.S.  Election  Assistance 
Commission 


Gineen  Bresso  Beach  '99  was  nominated  by  President  George  W. 
Busti  and  confirmed  by  the  U.S.  Senate  in  October  2008 
to  serve  as  one  of  four  Commissioners  on  the  U.S.  Election  Assis- 
tance Commission.  In  2009,  she  assumed  the  rotating,  one-year 
position  as  Chairperson  of  the  Commission.  She  is  the  only  attor- 
ney currently  serving  as  a  Commissioner. 

What  does  the  Election  Assistance  Commission  (EAC)  do? 

"The  EAC  is  an  independent  bipartisan  commission  and  was  formed 
as  a  result  of  the  Help  America  Vote  Act  (HAVA)  in  2002  which  was 
enacted  after  the  issues  surrounding  the  recount  in  Florida  for  the 
Presidential  race.  The  commission  was  set  up  to  provide  assistance 
to  states  with  the  administration  of  federal  elections.  We  do  not  deal 
with  campaign  finance  issues;  those  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Federal  Election  Commission.  EAC  serves  as  a  national  clearing- 
house of  information  about  election  administration  issues  such  as; 
polling  place  management.  Election  Day  contingency  planning,  voter 
registration,  and  statewide  voter  registration  databases.  EAC  also 
accredits  testing  laboratories  and  certifies  voting  systems,  as  well  as 
audits  the  use  of  HAVA  funds." 

What  are  some  of  the  Commissioners'  responsibilities? 

"There  are  four  commissioners  who  serve  four-year  terms.  It  is  a 
bipartisan  organization.  There  are  always  two  democrats  and  two 
republicans.  Our  responsibilities  include  developing  guidance  to 
meet  requirements  under  the  HAVA.  adopting  voluntary  voting 
system  guidelines,  accrediting  laboratories,  certifying  voting 
systems,  and  providing  advisory  opinions  to  state  or  local  jurisdic- 
tions regarding  the  use  of  HAVA  funding." 

How  did  the  2008  Presidential  Election  go? 

"From  news  reports  and  talking  with  state  and  local  election 
officials,  it  seems  that  overall  it  was  a  positive  experience.  Voters  were 
excited  this  election  cycle.  There  were  some  states  with  early  voting 
programs  that  had  long  lines  and  several  of  our  military  and  overseas 
voters  who  did  not  receive  their  ballots  in  a  timely  manner  and  were, 
as  a  result,  unable  to  cast  their  ballot  in  time  to  count.  These  are 
issues  that  EAC  may  be  able  to  explore  and  study  in  the  future." 

How  did  your  experience  on  the  Western  New  England  Law 
ffeweiv  prepare  you  for  a  career  in  public  service? 

"The  Law  Review  ms  great  because  it  really  honed  my  analytical 
skills.  Particularly  in  public  service,  you  have  a  lot  of  exposure  to 
statutes  and  you  need  to  know  how  to  interpret  them.  They  don't 
teach  you  a  lot  of  that  in  your  traditional  law  school  coursework. 
Law  Review  made  me  dig  deep  in  public  records  and  find  the  leg- 
islative intent  behind  enacting  this  statute." 
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Basch  02 


Coyle  03 


2002 


2004 


Class  Agents  Lori  Leavitt  email: 
legallylori@aol.com 
Gautam  Sen  email: 
gsen1@cox.net 

Adam  J.  Basch  has  been  distinguished 
as  a  New  England  "Super  Lawyer"  in 
the  November  2008  issue  of  Boston 
Magazine.  Attorney  Basch  is  a  member 
of  the  Litigation  Department  at  the  law 
firm  of  Bacon  &  Wilson  PC,  located 
in  Springfield. 

Janis  0.  IVIize  is  currently  working  in  the 
law  office  of  Glasgow  &  Veazey.  located 
in  Nashville,  where  she  concentrates  on 
personal  injury,  workers'  compensation, 
and  other  general  defense  litigation. 

2003 

Class  Agent  Karen  Romano 
email:  karen  161@msn.com 

Benjamin  M.  Coyle  has  been  distin- 
guished as  a  New  England  "Super 
Lawyer"  in  the  November  2008  issue 
of  Boston  Magazine.  Attorney  Coyle 
is  a  member  of  the  Business  and 
Corporate.  Estate  Planning  and  Elder 
Law.  and  Municipal  Departments,  at  the 
law  firm  of  Bacon  &  Wilson  PC.  located 
in  Springfield. 

John  Kirwan  has  recently  opened  the 
Law  Office  of  John  Kirwan.  located  in 
Hanover.  (VIA. 


5  Years 


FIFTH  CLASS  REUNION 

October  17,  2009 

Class  Agent  Linda  Fakhoury  email: 
fakhourylaw@aol.  com 

Evan  Coppola  has  recently  moved 
to  Phoenix  to  accept  a  position  as 
Assistant  General  Counsel 
for  Phoenix  Children's  Hospital. 

Layla  G.  Taylor  has  been  selected  as  a 

"Rising  Star"  in  the  latest  edition  of 
Massachusetts  SuperLawyers  for  the 
fields  of  labor  and  employment  law,  as 
well  as  immigration.  Layla  is  an  Associ- 
ate in  the  firm  of  Sullivan,  Hayes  & 
Quinn.  in  Spnngfield. 


2005 


Class  Agent  Kelley  Cooper  Miller  email: 
kellycooper@yahoo.  com 

Andrew  E.  Markowski  has  been  named 
Chairman  of  the  U  S.  Small  Business 
Administration  s  Region  I  Regulatory 
Fairness  Board  for  the  New  England 
states.  Andrew  is  a  Partner  at  Gara  & 
Markowski,  LLC,  a  government  relations 
firm,  based  in  Hartford.  He  also  serves 
as  the  Connecticut  State  Director  for 
the  National  Federation  of  Independent 
Business. 
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We  are  always  interested  in  tiearing  from  you.  If  you  tiave  news  of  career  advancement 
or  ctiange,  professional  accomplishments  or  activities,  marriages,  birttis,  changes  In 
address,  or  any  other  news,  please  share  it  with  us. 


2006 


2007 


Class  Agent  Julia  Lentini  email: 
iuliaklentini@gmail.  com 

Dru  Levasseur  joins  the  Transgender 
Legal  Defense  &  Education  Fund  as  a 
Staff  Attorney  after  serving  two  years  as 
a  Law  Clerl<  to  ttie  Justices  of  ttie  IVIassa- 
chusetts  Superior  Court.  Dru  initiated 
and  cfiairs  ttie  Transgender  Committee  of 
tfie  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Transgen- 
der Law  Association  of  Greater  New  Yorl< 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Legal  Issues 
Committee  of  the  World  Professional 
Association  for  Transgender  Health. 

Jeffrey  Noonan  was  married  to 
Tricia  Stofega  on  August  1 1 ,  2008,  In 
attendance  were  Adam  Mandell  '06, 
Mike  O'Connor  '06.  Rocco  Chiarenza 
06.  Heather  Orkney  06,  Kelly  Blanken- 
berg  '06,  and  Jeremy  Swann  '06.  Tricia 
and  Jeffrey  welcomed  their  first  child.  Jef- 
frey Daniel  Noonan  Jr.,  on  May  8,  2008. 


Class  Agents  Kelly  Koch  email: 
kellykoch32@gmail.  com 
Steptianie  Schlatter  email: 
sschlatter@hotmail.  com 

Richard  Abbott  had  his  article  entitled 
"Active  Privacy:  Hiding  from  Prying  Eyes" 
published  in  the  Oregon  State  Bar  Bul- 
letin. He  is  an  IT  consultant  and  attorney. 

Lauren  Travis  has  joined  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  as  Counsel  to 
the  Special  Advisor  for  the  Director  of 
NIH  located  in  Bethesda,  MD. 


In  Memoriam 


7776  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the  following  members  of 
the  School  of  Law  family. 

Robert  S.  Brill  '75  passed  away  June  3,  2008. 

Allison  Rosemary  (Reavey)  Daws  '02  passed  away  September  1,  2008.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  Peter  J.F.  Daws:  and  her  parents,  Michael  Desmond  Reavey 
and  Lavinia  Reavey  of  Windsor,  CT.  She  also  leaves  her  beloved  son,  Morgan  Michael 
Daws,  of  Windsor,  CT. 

Michael  D.  Nizioiek  '01  passed  away  i\lovember  27,  2008.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Martha  (Fox)  Nizioiek:  two  sons,  Adam  J.  Nizioiek  of  Belchertown,  MA,  and  Alec  J. 
Nizioiek  of  Chandler,  AZ. 

James  J.  Sullivan  Jr.  '72  passed  away  August  29,  2008.  He  was  predeceased  by 

his  wife,  Jeannette  Sullivan.  He  leaves  two  sons,  Stephen  G.  Sullivan,  and  Patrick 
J.  Sullivan  both  of  Westfield,  MA;  and  a  daughter,  Karen  A.  Sullivan  of  East  Otis,  MA. 


Heard  Around 
the  Commons 

A  Bulletin  Board  of  Excerpts  from 
Recent  Speeches  at  the 
School  of  Law 


In  2005, 1  published  a  book  entitled  The 
Spiritual  Revitalization  of  the  Legal  Profes- 
sion: A  Search  for  Sacred  Rivers.  This  book 
attempted  to  explore  the  spiritual  dimensions  of 
the  practice  of  law  and  argued  that  in  order  for 
lawyers  to  better  serve  our  clients  and  to  find 
more  meaning  in  the  practice  of  law  we  needed 
to  rediscover  the  spiritual  roots  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Because  spiritualism  is  such  a  controver- 
sial and  abstract  concept  that  some  would  like  to 
dismiss,  I  felt  compelled  to  find  some  scientific 
justifications  and  validations  for  this  ideal." 

David  Hall,  Professor  of  Law  at  Northeastern  University  School 
of  Law,  during  his  presentation  entitled  "Multiple  Intelligences 
and  the  Practice  of  Law"  as  part  of  the  Clason  Speaker  Series  on 
October  8,  2008. 


The  first  thing  that  really  freaked  me  out 
was  when  I  signed  one  of  my  first  warrants 
and  my  supervisor  looked  at  me  and  said,  'you 
know  you've  just  affected  someone's  rights, 
their  liberty,  and  potentially  they  could  go  to 
jail.'  For  me,  it  was  huge  and  going  forward  to 
the  children's  side,  you  always  wonder  'am  I 
making  the  right  argument?,  could  I  have  pre- 
sented more  evidence?,  could  I  have  advised  my 
client  differently?'  That  doesn't  go  away  but 
after  a  while  you  learn  to  live  with  it. " 

Jessica  Torres  '99,  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  Child  Protec- 
tion in  the  Department  of  Children  and  Families,  during  the  Color 
of  Law  Roundtable  on  October  30,  2008. 
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LAW  ALUMNI 

Benefits  &  Services 


As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law,  the  following 
benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 


Alumni  Finder  and  Alumni  Website 

Use  our  website  to  receive  news  from  the  School,  access  library  resources, 
or  find  other  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  alums  through 
our  "Alumni  Finder  "  feature.  Visitwww.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Continuing  Legal  Education  Programs 

Our  highly  successful  CLE  programs  have  covered  topics  ranging  from 
probating  an  estate  to  trying  OUI  cases.  All  alums  get  a  discounted  rate 
of  S80.  For  details,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu. 

Career  Services 

Alumni  seeking  career  advice  or  offering  employment  can  take  advantage  of  the 
services  of  the  Office  of  Career  Services.  The  office  assists  with  resume  writing, 
employment  correspondence,  interviewing  preparation,  career  decision  mak- 
ing, and  job  search  strategy  Through  the  online  Intercollegiate  Job  Bank, 
alums  have  access  to  job  listings  from  law  schools  across  the  country.  The 
office  can  also  coordinate  reciprocity  with  over  50  law  schools.  Contact 
them  at  jobpost@law.wnec.edu  or  413-782-1416. 


Networking  with  Other  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni  receptions  hosted 
by  the  School  of  Law  at  various  locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  and 
the  Dinner  for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and  would  like  your  support 
revitalizing  our  alumni  chapters.  We  are  currently  forming  chapters  in  Wash- 
ington, DC:  Boston:  and  Hartford.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use  the 
world-class  facilities  of  the  AHLC 
free  of  charge.  Popular  amenities 
include  the  fitness  center,  pool,  and 
track.  For  details,  call  413-782-1518, 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  western  Massachusetts' 
only  academic  law  library  is  an  out- 
standing alumni  resource.  For  hours 
or  information,  call  413-782-1457  or 
visit  the  School  of  Law  v/ebsite  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/library 


D'Amour  Library  The  D  Amour 
Library  serves  as  a  valuable  resource 
to  alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their  personal 
reading  enjoyment.  Alumni  I  D.  card 
required.  Call  413-782-1535  or  visit 
http://1ibraries.wnec.edu 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  allows 
alumni  to  use  the  resources  on 
campus  including  the  Law  Library 
and  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center  For  details,  call  413-782-1311 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu 


Alumni 
Publications 

Alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  receive  the 
full  color  Perspectives 
magazine  twice  a  year 
and  the  newsletter  Law 
School  D/gesf  three 
times  a  year 


Western  New  England 
Law  Review 

Alumni  Subscription  $17.00 
Non-Alums  $25.00 


Please  enclose  payment  with 

your  order 

SEND  REQUESTS  TO; 

WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 

LAW  REVIEW 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 

Springfield  MA  01119-2684 

or  call  413-782-1463 


J.D.  Course  Auditing  J  D  courses 
in  the  School  of  Law  may  be  audited 
on  a  space  available  basis  with  the 
permission  of  the  Associate  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs  by  an  alumnus/a  who 
has  completed  the  J.D.  degree  at 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law.  Call  413-782-1402  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Transcript  Requests  Law  transcripts 
are  issued  by  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  the  School  of  Law.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  413-782-1401  or  fax  your 
request  to  413-796-2067. 

Replacing  a  Diploma  if  your 
diploma  is  lost  or  damaged,  you  can 
replace  it  by  calling  Student  Administra- 
tive Services  at  800-325-1122  ext. 
2080.  (A  $30  service  fee  is  required.) 

The  College  Bookstore  Theres  no 
better  way  to  proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than  with  a  shirt  or 
memento  from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call  413-782- 
1284  or  visit  www.wnec.bkstr.com 

Insurance  Discounts  As  a  graduate 
of  Western  New  England  College,  you 
may  qualify  for  a  special  group  discount 
on  your  auto,  home,  and  renter's  insur- 
ance. For  details,  call  413-782-1311  or 
visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Alumni  Affinity  Credit  Card 

The  College  offers  enrollment  in  an 
affinity  credit  card.  For  every  purchase 
you  make  with  the  card  a  percentage 
will  be  donated  to  the  College.  For 
details  call  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


Learn  more  ahoiit  alumni  benefits  and  services  at: 

www.law.wnecedu/alumni. 


The  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  serves  as  a  resource  to  our  members,  committees, 
and  regional  chapters.  Feel  free  to  contact  Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311  with 
questions  about  benefits,  events,  or  volunteer  opportunities. 
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Perspectives  is  a  publicaiion  of  Western  New 
Fngland  CoIIcrc  School  of  Law. 

ARTHUR  R.  GAUnO 

Ocdii  (iitd  I'loji  ssoi  of  Law 

SNMSTONEHHD 

Associalc  Dcim  lor  Exlernal  Affairs 
and  Projessor  of  Law 

BMBMU  CAMPWyQU 

V'i(  c  Picsidcnl  lor  Marketing 
and  Lxtcrnal  Affairs 

JOANNE  O'NBL 

Law  Dcvclopmait  Manager 

MARY  MCLEAN  0R8ZULAK 

Lditor 

aJZABETH  BARSZCZ 
MARY  MCUEAN  0R8ZUUK 
BRBVDAN  PAYNE 
DEB  WHITTEMORE 

VARIOUS  FACULTY/STUDBVT  CONTRIBUTORS 

Writers 

BARBARA  CAMPANBIA 
DEBORAH  PORTER  8AV0IE 

Editing 

BRBWAN  PAYNE 

Proofreading 

CAROL  THOMPSON 

Ahmtni  Notes  Editor  and 
Facidty  Notes  Editor 

mmm  chappol 

Creative  Director 

LBVARD  DESIGN  GROUP 

Dfsigii  &  Production 

AM  UTHOGRAPHV  CORP 

Printing 

PAUL  SCHNAinACHBi 

Principal  Photograplw 

ADDITIONAL  PHOTO  CRBHTS 

Elizabeth  Barszcz 
Sacha  Fisher 
Jimmy  Wayne 


Michael  McMyne  '90 


In  these  challenging  economic  times,  your  investment  in  the 
School  of  Law  is  more  important  than  ever." 


Michael  McMyne  '90 

Senior  Vice  President 
and  Chief  Claims  Officer 
The  Guilford  Specialty  Group 


"In  my  current  capacity  as 
the  Senior  Vice  President  and 
Chief  Claims  Officer  for  the 
Guilford  Specialty  Group,  I 
use  the  degree  I  earned  at 
Western  New  England  Col- 
lege School  of  Law  every  day. 
The  School  of  Law  taught 
me  how  to  think  on  my  ow  n. 
The  professors  were  out- 
standing and  put  the  stu- 
dents first.  It  provided  an 
environment  in  which  learn- 
ing and  growing  beyond  the 


classroom  allowed  me  to 
reach  my  professional  goals. 

"Like  me,  all  alumni  can  play 
a  key  role  in  shaping  the  next 
generation  of  graduates.  A 
gift  to  the  School  of  Law 
Fund  supports  its  facilities, 
students,  and  scholarly 
endeavors.  Together,  we  can 
help  attract  and  retain  the 
best  and  brightest  students." 


GIVE  BACK  TO  WHERE 
YOUR  FUTURE  BEGAN. 

SUPPORT  THE  ANNUAL 

ALUMNI  FUND 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 


Call  JoAnne  R.  O'Nell  at  413-782-1523 

Advancement  Division  School  of  Law 
Western  New  England  College 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 


CALENDAR  of  EVENTS 


MAY  2009 

JUNE  2009 

JULY 2009 

OCTOBER  2009 

16  Commencement 

Springfield  Symphony  Hall 
9:30  a.m. 

19  Long  Island  Law  Alumni  Reception 
Port  Jeflerson 

6:00-8:00  p.m. 

20  Dial-A-Lawyer  Call  in  Program 
24    Red  Sox  game  at  Fenway 

5    Law  and  Business  Center 

Extreme  Business  Makeover  features 
Jelupa  Theatre  Company,  Inc. 
BankNorth  Community  Conference  Room 
1441  Main  Street,  Springfield 
12:00  noon 

1 1    Red  Sox  game  at  Fenway 

14       150th  Anniversary 
Supreme  Court 
3:00-5:00  p.m. 
Law  Lobby 

16, 17  Reunion  2009 

Classes  ending  in  "4"  and  "9 " 

Alumni  Board  Meeting 

SEPTEMBER  2009 

24   Fair  Housing  Conference 
Law  Lobby 
5:00-8:00  p.m. 

ifSoif  iifiiiiif  loiAf  lAinon  orlll    For  more  information,  visit  www.law.wnec. edu/alumni 
Violl  WWW.ldW.WIICU.CUU    or  call  Carol  Thompson  at  413  782  1311 
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